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McHint Diablo School District in C9J.if ornia. . The courses were * 
evaluated by classroom teachers and administrators on the basis of 
modifications of aoine of the twelve hypotheses derived jEro^ studies 
by Squire and Applebee regarding the characteristics that should be 
> foimd in superior English j^rograms* The Qourses were: ti)e literature 
of fantasy, black literature, Rjuussian literature, literal^ classics, 
Bible as literature, short story, developmental reading, the f ilm, 
speed reading, humorous literature, and applied English^ Appoidixes 
include (1) a description of tlie unladed English programs, (2) the 
^^ev^ nation assi^^ (3) the nine hypotheses used in^e^aauating the 
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EVALUATION OF ENGLISH PILOT SELECTIVES 



Student achievement » the teacher and the program are the 3 areas generally assessed 
to determine educational results. The sti^dent as an object of study can be evaluated 
by noneref erenced measurement and by criterion-referenced measurement. If evaluations 
involve non-referenced criterion » the experimental design includes an experimental 
class and a control class with a pre- i^d post^standardized objective test 
administered to students. ^ ^ - ^ 

Riecently a number of publications (Goodman » Diederich» Gosl^> Elidge) in the area 
of English Education have argued that standardized examinations > or normr-referenc^d 
measurement 9 do not measure cdmpetence nor adequately measure performance in English. 
Another means for assessing curricular programs is to havie curriculum developers 
or the teacher state his Instructional objectives in overt student performances 
i^ich are measured to determine the degree to viiich the goals and objectives have 
been actualized. This means of evaluation has been criticized by a number of 
authorities » including Duckworth^ Ebel^ Forehand ^Grubmann^ Tyler. This criteria- 
referenced measurement is particularly unsatisfactory in the subject area of English 
and har been the subject of numerous attacks by Moffett, Purves, Guth» and Ruth. 

The, many attempts to assess teacher performance have led to very little. Curriculum 
ev4duation can be assessed on the basis of generalizations made by recognized 
authorities ^ a particular discipline.^. Professionals » after concurring on the 
generalizations evaluate programs in light of these hypotheses. It is fortunate 
that recently James Squire » the a-Executlve Se^^ Council 
of Teachers of English » and Roger i^lc^ee^ Professor of English Education » University 

of -IUnois^ have made a thorough study/ of wperior high school programs ia the ^ 

United States and the Uhlted Kingdom. Their reports have been published in High 
Sdiool English Instruction Today and Teaching English in the PolLed Kingdom . Squire 

Appl^^^ enumerated 12 hypotheses : or generalizations about characteristics 
o ne sh ould ^Ind in superior English prograius. With modification » 9 of the 12 
hypottieses have been restated so that the focus of observations was not on the 
entire En^ish program^ but on specific semester selective courses being piloted 
in the Diablo Unified Scho^^ Districts The hypotheses deal with students^ 
breadth of literary experience within language enriched classroom » with meaningful 
composition assigraients^ with varied methods of instruction* with a holistic English 
program* vith co^[>rj^ensiye readingy with the continuing education of the teacher* 
with response to individual nee relevance sund oecumehe 

Rather^an adopt the pseudoscient if ic norm-^referenced measurement or the criteria- 
rej^erenced Marare^^ meims of assessments* the EvaTuation Coomlttee of 

the BAglish Selective Courses decided to place their faith in a professional judgment 
of classroom teachers and high schooi administrators evaluating courses in light 
of the modif ied hypotheses of Squ^^ 

TWO prof essipnals made naturalistic judgments of the degree to which the 9 hypotheses 
were being actualized in eadi selective course being offered at a Mt. Diablo District 
high school* The Evaluation Cqnnit tee feels that experienced professionals will 
yield more useful* though tmquantlflable* results than highly structured objective 
measurements i^ich ^eld unit results^ of questionable interpretability. 
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LITERATURE .OF FANTASY 



''This. course, depending upon the high school, may £ocus in one of two areas of 
literature: science fiction and literature of the Imagination. Novels, plays, 
and poetry In which the settings transcend space and time or are imagined by the 
mind will be the content/' 

The English Selective Literature ^ of Fantasy Is being offered at Ygnaclo^ Valley 
High School, Mt. Diablo High School, Clayton Valley High School, Pleasant Hill ' 
High. School and Concord High School, the five schools that presently offer non- 
graded selective English programs. The five classes were observed by 10 . 
evaluators. The average number of students In attendance was 27. 

Among other Interesting statistics about students In the Literature of Fantasy 
selective are the following: 23 of 124 students responding were lOth graders; 
53, 11th graders; and 49, 12th graders. 78 boys and 45 girls took the class. 
Responding to the question, 'Vhat progrimi or currlculim are you taking in school?'* 
22 chose "not decided"; 3, 'Vocational";^ 6, "commercial or business education"; 
37, "academic"! and 54, "general". 

Hypothesis No. 1 - : . T . ' 

Programs wi.ll not ^be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence 
of wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample 
classroom libraries, and guided Individual reading programs. Books will not only,^ 
be prevideat^ but accessible. . : . ^ - 

Gli^anlngs from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

Among the observations, no one mentioned the use of anthology In any Literature 
of Fantasy class. In most Instances , the entire class was working with a single - 
title, such as Gulliver ' s Travels . 2001 and Childhood^ s End . 

No reference was made regarding library books, ^though apparently In some cases 
there were ^classroom libraries: "Three shelves of paperbacks." Studrats apparently 
were readlng^^eparate paperbacks : "A variety of paperbacks, reflecting Indlvldxial 
Interests," "Students carried various ^ooks." Whether or not the Independent 
reading had been "guided" by the teacher, one cannot s^y. One observer remarked 
that "students carry books, mostly fiction, some science fiction," an observation 
with which one might Inf^r directed independent reading. ^ 

Student Questionnaire 

The only question appearing In the Student Questionnaire which might reflect on 
Hypothesis No. 1 Is Item 17. 



17; Students-Instructor planning; 



0 



M»322 F*294 N-122 
162; 21% 20Z a. Instructor encourages student participation 

In planning and organizing class Objectives 

and activities 

482 50% 48% b* Instructor allows students' suggestions and 

criticisms to Influence his plans for class 
objectives and activities 
32% 26% 29% c* planning Is chiefly by instructor 

4%: '3% 3% d* planning is spelled ait In the course description 

student jMid teacher r^^^ 



Hypothesis Not 2 



There will be a perceptibly good int^llectual^'climate in the class <> More . 
emphasis will be placed on ideas -and processes of thought than on rote learning. 

The physical features of the classroom might reveal a quality of the intellectual 
climate of a class. The following observations were recorded about Literature 
of - Fanta sy classes: "Rock music in backgrounds" "Students in horseshoe with 7r 
tables, -not deskso" "An atmosphere of low tension, students. at easeo" Among 
the observations made were the following; "Class was in the process of writing 
short stories^" "An ongoing lesson in 200 Referenced were made both by^ 
class and teacher to previous works or sections in the book and the .movie 2001 . 
||Several students indicated they had reac' several in a series of science fictirn." 
"It was clear that the story had been started the previous day and the discussion 
ijivolved an apparently ongoing topic of human society at its extremes." One 
observer indicated that there was no evidence of continuity of theme or topic. 

On a scale ranging from 1 completely Involved, to 7 uninvolved, observers scored 
a mean of 2o57 for student involvementc . . 

The method of instruction revealed that discussion was most frequently emphasized, 
with silent reading second, and lecture third * Among anecdotal remarks, one . 
observer wrote the following, which reveals the nature of the intellectual process 
emphasized by the teacher he visited o - "Mr. X proved an unusually interesting^ 
teacher to observe. His ability to 'maintain an extremely informal atmosphere 
and maintain student respect and control is quite unusual , His desire to meet *; 
the students at their own interest and ability level is reflected in *their responses 
to the reading at»d to the classroom exercises* Every student has a chance to 
succeed at his own level of ability, Considering the great variety of abilities, 
this course might be difficult to present if handled by a teacher of less 
dedicatldn^and sklUo" "A*very enjoyable observation o" "Other teachers presenting 
such a course for the first time might well be referred to Mr<» X for course 
development ideas." ^ - 

Student Observation 

On the Student Quefiftionnaire^ Items 10, 14, 17 (refex^.to results under Hypothesis 
No. 1 above), and 19 have* bearing on the intellectual^ ^llimate of the class. 

10. In relation to, other courses, to what extent has th:a course motivated 
you to work for it? 

M^342 r»305 N«122 
15?: 14% 17r 

29% , 20Z *2?JJ 

m 10% 11% 

30% 44% 35% 

14%: 13% 8% 

14. How would you describe 

M»345 F«309 N«124 

27% 24? 35% 

33% 24% 31% 

28% 37% . 19% 

8%^ ni 7%, 

5% 5% , 4% 



So considerably mope enthusiastic about working 

for this SrOurse than others 
bo more motiv^irra in this course than others 
c. less motivation than others 
do about average motivation 
e. practically no motivation 

the attitudes of the class toward this course? 



So very favorable 

b. fairly favorable 

. c. average v ^ 

d. decidedly unfavorable 

e. highly unfavorable 



19* Docs the course stimulate Independent thinking? 



M-346 F-306 N-123 

16% 13% 25% a« to an unusual degrc^e 

AOZ 38X 46Z b* much 

25X 3U 21Z c* moderately 

/ 14Z ^ 13r^ 7% d. little 

4Z 5% IX e. tticourages rote memory work onlyt stifles 

, independent thinking 



Hypothesis No ♦ 3 

Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences » but 
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students, 
for writing* 

One observer remarked » "Teacher was meeting with students to talk about their 
short stories Another observed » "Students working on writing stories on a 
chos«i picture over the chalk tray." These were the only composition activities 
described by all the observers*- 

Iftider content emphasised in the chart "Observers! Reports" under Hypothsis No* 5 
below» composition was cited as the most emphasised cpntent on two observation 
forms and second most on one observation form* 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 11 and 16 have b(&aring on Hypothesis No* 3* 
11* Compared with your other courses^ the amount of written work is: 



H-346 


F-309 


!r-124 






8Z 


7Z 


15Z 


a. 


much, more than the .usual amount 


19Z 


20Z 


24X 


b. 


somewhat more than usual 


Al% 


39Z 


44Z 


c. 


average in ainoimt 


23Z 


22Z 


17Z 


d. 


somef^at less than the average 


9X 


12t 


8Z 




much less than the usual amount 


16. What 


things 


do you feel 


are 


the most help to you in English classes? 


M*322 


F-284 


N-117 






19Z 


HZ 


21Z 


a. 


learning to read faster and better 


27Z 


29Z 


. 27Z 


b. 


learning to write better 


6% 


5Z 


3Z 


c. 


learning the parts of speech 


4Z 


2Z 


2Z 


d. 


learning how to spell 


44Z 


53Z 


47Z 


e. 


learning about people and yourself 



Hypothesis No* A 

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for 
dif ferent ^groups of students within the course* Teachers will haye considerable 
latitude in choosing materials of instruction* There will be evidence of 
experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction* 



A cursory study of the responses revesl that Literature of Fsntmsy Is an extremely, 
heterogeneous class. One observation cited above under Hypothesis Np« 2» has 

bearing on this hypothesis also* 

* - - - - * 

One might question the use of a single title for a class of 30 students » In 
view of the apparent heterogeneity; yet an observer vfao evaluated a class using 
a single title remarked that the teachers* worksheet » **seemed to be designed to 
give students of wide sblUty and ranges an opportunity for successful experiences* 
Other than remarks quoted above regarding a variety of books and science fiction 
collections » one could not Infer much In relation to this hypothesis on the basis 
of observations made on the form* ^ .^—^^-^ 



Observers* Reports of Methods Used By Teachers 
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Silent Work 
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Recitation 
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Discussion 
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I 
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Socratlc 
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Student Presentation 
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Teacher Operating Equipment 


















Other < 










I* 








*Indlvldiial Work 



















n Order of Emphasis 



Student Questionnaire . 

- - " _ _ - jt , 

On the Student Questionnaire^ Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No« I 
above)» 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above) » and 25 have bearing 
on Hypothesis No« k. 

25 • How valuable are assigned readii^s? 



M-330 * 


F-291 


N-123 






10% 


32% 


6% 


' «. 


outstanding 


28% 


31% 


29% 


b. 


alaost *lw«]rs valuable 


30% 


27% 


33% 


e. 


tiiually valuable ' . 


22% 


25%^ 


21% 


d. 


aoMatinea Worth reading 


10% 


6%. 


11% 


. e. 


a waate of time 



Hypothesis Koe 5 

Language » literature » and coi^sltlon will be taught In appropriate proportion 
sod not as separate entitles • Instruction will be coordinated and Integrated. 

in view of Hypothesis No • 5» It Is difficult to see how the three components of 
English might be reported as Integrated • There are titles a teacher might select 
for the purpose of demonstrating aspects of iMguagee Anthony Burgess V Clockwork 
Orange Is an Interesting exangle of an author *s playing with a language which 
he anticipates in the ilst csntury. There was apparently little emphasis on 
lMg;uaget per see The thrust was ^n literature and » to a lesser degree^ In 
composition. In the chart beloWt one can scan the frequency of observers reporting 
emphasis on the content of the classes • 
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sit 

9 
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1 
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Language 
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Saadlng 
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•2 
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Sptach formal 




















Spaach Infomal 




I* 
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Kaaa Media 
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No content etreased 




















Other 
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^iacuaaloa proeeaa 





















There were no queationa on the Student Queatlonnalre that might reveal the 
degree of Integration of literature^ of coapoaltlon» and of language • 

Hypotheaia Ho# 6 

Selective couraea will provide comprahenalve Inatructlon In the akllla of reading 
for aiU atudenta. ^ ^ 

From the remarka on the obaervatlon foni» the principle of aaturation deacribed 
by Simial Fader in Hooked on Booka appeara to be the rule in claaaea in Literature 
of Fantaay# In nearly every foni> obaervera cited atudenta carrying booka » or 
claaaroom having hooka available/ 

The eiiphaaia on iiterature and diacuaalon aa a nethod of explicating the literature 
might raiae the queatlon whether a teacher^a go^ ia to teach literature to 
atudenta or to teach atudenta hpir to read literature. The f pUowlng obaervation» 
made by one obaerver» hopefully could be extended generally to the practicea of 
all teachera of Engliah: **Teacher firat read aloud a aection» then atopped to 
aak concept-^type quMtio^ » atudenta diaeuaaed the ideaa • Then he read again » 
with aome atructure. Purpoae aeaaied to be to help atudenta underatand the content 
of the book » enjoy lt » and go beyond content to conci^pta/* 

Student Queationnaire 

On the Student QuMtionnaire» Jtema 16 (refer to reaulta under Hypotheaia No* 3. 
above) t 22» mid 25^( refer to^^^ reaulta under Hypotheaie No. 4 above) have bearing 
on Hypotheaia No# 6# " 

22 • Difficulty cf aaaigned reading: 



M-309 
IIX 
791 
lOZ 



P-289 
1% 
791 
14% 



N-119 
lU 
781 
IIZ 



too difficult 
b* of appropriate difficulty 
c* too May 



Hypotheaia no# 7 



Engliah ^eachara will be prepared :f or the pilot courae by hsvlng been active 
in profeaalonal conf erencaa that include a focua on pertinent ideaa related to the 
new aubject matter » by making uae of opporttmltlea for contlnuic^ their education 
through inaervlce training or axtenalon achooi aervlcea» and by being converaant 
about artlclea nd piiblicatlona on the n 



Obttrvtre r<^ort#d to m tnat Mjority of e«Mt that tMchtra had todividualHy 
purwad tofonMtioii i& tbt atM of Uta ratura of Fantaay ,' Ona parson had attaadad 
a California Aaaociation of Taachara of Eagliah Workahop to Scianca Fictiott. 
Kany Inaarvica couraaa tdkaa by taaehara nara not apacifically daaignad to covar 
aciwca fiction. In l^t of tha inf onation glaaaad fron tha obaarvarat tllara^ 
to a grtat naad for inaanrica couraaa to balp taadiara daaian Litaratnra of Fantaay 
prograna. . Stoca tha taas obaarvation* ona of tha obaarrara haa chairad a aaniaar 
on tha Litaratiira of Fantaay and Scianca Fiction at a profaaaional confaranca and 
baan invitad to work to an Extanaion Progran on Scianca Fiction, to Tiav of 
tha inatmctora taacbiag tha daaa and tha obaarvara avaiUbto» it vould ba visa 
to raly on tha talant praaantly to tha Ht. Diablo Otoifiad School Stotrict to of far 
instruction to taacha» ifho faal inaacura to thia araa. 

gypothaato Wo. > 

Batarofwaotta daaaaa will hava atroog Engliah program for coUaga-bound atudanta 
and irill alao hava apacial acconssodationa for ihtaraata and abilitiaa of taniaal 
atudanta. Tha couraa irill hava ratotivaly fair drop-outa af tar tha aacond vaak 
of iaattttction. ^ 

Rypothaato No. 8 haa baan aonaabat corarad by ovarlapping ranarka of obaanrara 
rafarrad to abova undar ^rpothaato Hb. 4. lha Litaratura of Fantaay claaaaa ara 
ganarally hataroganaoua. lha aopbiatication of aona of thatitlaa nantionad^ 
Culli^ar^a Trafato » Childhood^a lad, ate. » indicataa an auaranaaa of tha naada 
of tha coflaga^bound atodant. lha graat irariaty and nwbar of paparbacka arailabla 
irottld attg|(Mt that taninal atudanta * naadt vara alao batog nat . 

Studant puaationnaira 

On tha Studant Quaationnaira» Ztana 15» 19 (rafar to raaulta undar ^othaato No# 2 
abova) » 22 (rafar to raaulta undar ^rpothaaia Mo. 6 abo¥a)» 23» and 25 (rafar to 
raaulta undar Rypothaato Mo. 4 ibova) hava baaring oa ^fpotfaaaia Md. 8. 

15^ Thinking back tp tha sonant whan you aignad up for thia couraa » haa it 
fulf iUad your axpactationa? 



lf-344 


1^306 


M*123 




25X 


22X 


24X 


a. .aor* thaa ful'^l^l*^ «cp«ct«tion. 


23X 


22X 


21X 


b. it WM .Mtisf actory 


22X 


22X 


28X 


c. about what I axpactad 


17X 


22X 


15X 


d. diaappoiiitad 


12X 


12X 


iix 


a. did not hava irary claar axpactationa 


23. fwc 


agr pr^aratloa mi 


1 ability, thia couraa is: 


lf-330 


F>295 


11-122 




lOX 


IIX 


4X 


a. too difficult 


80X 


77X 


84X 


b. about right 


lOX 


12X 


IIX 


c. too alaaantary 



Hypothesis No> 9 

Phllosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and 
educational patterns of the tines. The Impact of technological innovations as 
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching 
English • 

The very existence of science fiction being offered in the curriculum would suggest 
the fulfillment of Hypothesis No. 9. In addition to the use of prose » teachers 
apparently rely on such media as the motion picttire^ tele3ri8ion» pictutes> collages, 
and posters to make the students aware of the nature of our technological society. 
One observer cited a unique feature in that the observed teacher **gave a resume of 
weekend science fiction films on television.** 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1 
above) > 20 » 24 » and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have some 
bearing on Hypothesis No. 9. 

20. : How do you estimate the value of this course to you? 

lf«346 M06 N»124 

15Z 12X 12% 

32Z^ 29Z 23t 

34Z 36Z ' 44Z 

131 in 15X 

61 5X 61 

^24. V In relation to other 

1**319 F^278 N«121 

13%; 91 16%. 

22% 201 221 

39Z 46Z 44Z 

15Z 17Z lit 

m , 8Z IX 

Student Response To Course 

On the Student Questionnalte» Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2. 
above) » 12 » 13> 18» 21» 26» and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed 
in relation to the conqposite scores of boys and girls • 

12. ^ Why are you takibig this course? ' 

M-301 F^263 N«lll 

17% V IIZ 124 

lOZ 7Z 12Z 

60Z 69Z 61Z 

13Z 13% 16% 

13. ' :This course was suggested to me by: 

II-26V; P»255 N-97 

35% 31% 38% 

^4% : 45% 51% 
^6%- 7% 2% 

14% 16% 9% 



a* most valu^W 

' b . hlg&iy^valturi>le 

c. of average inalue 

d. of little^vaiae 

e. of no . value - , 

' courses I am- now takings this course is: 



a. very ^theoretical 

b. somewhat theotetical 

c. average in balance between theory and practical 
applications . 

d. soiinrtiat practical 

e. closely related to practical application 



a. it is required 

,b. it is required but I would have taken it anyway 

c. I like this area of English 

d. I like the teacher 



a. counselor 

b. friend 

c. parent 

d. English teacher 



18* Hov do you like this course as cpnpared with other courses you have had, 
including those you are nov taking? 

M-335 T-299 N-122 

31Z 29Z 31Z a. one of the best * 

38Z 39Z 3?Z b. above average 

19Z 22Z 20Z c« beloir average 

12Z lOZ lOZ d* one of the poorest 

21* Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught » hov do you 
rate the subject aatter of the course? 



M-346 F-307 


N-124 






34Z 43Z 


35Z 


a. 


liked It very wich 


4lZ 36Z 


41Z 


b. 


liked i€ fairly well 


17Z 15Z [ 


17Z 


c. 


neither liked nor disliked It 


4Z 4Z 


3Z 


d* 


dislike the subjdct 


4Z 2Z 


3Z 


e « 


strongly disliked 


26. As coapared with tradltlooal English courses (English II or English III) » 


: t:^ this selective 


course gave, your 


IK315 F-278 


N-115 






66Z 61Z 


70Z 


a. 


greater depth In die subject aatter 


9Z 5Z 


7Z 


b. 


too' auch dqptii 


26Z 33Z 


23Z 


c. 


about the saae 


27. As compared with tradlticmal Oigllsh courses (English III or English IV) 


this selective 


course 


gaVe youi 


IK302 P-271 


N-106 






62Z 61Z 


72Z 


a. 


inore flexibility In pursuing your interests 


13Z IIZ 


lOZ 


b. 


more rigid scheduling of books the teacher 








selected 


25Z 27Z 


18Z 


c. 


about the sane 



RecoMendatiims 



The Evaluation OMd^ttee reconaiends (1) that the Secondai^ Instructional Council 
adept Literature of Fantasy as a permanent course offering in English in the 
Mk. Diablo rnif led School District; (2) that the District provide insarvice 
workshops for instructors teaching lAterature of Fantasy in the District; 
(3) that the English Department Chainien and English teachers consider 
establishing a policy regarding the teacher *s role as advisor to the student* 



BLACK LITERAIURE 



"This course will be a study of literary works by Black authors which provldie^ii 
additional perspective on American life* The course will Integrate the literary 
contributions of Black authors into the broader category of American literature 
in order to acquaint the students with a wide range of Black writing/' 

Ttie English^ selective Black Literature is being offered at two of the five schools 
presently offering nongraded multi-selective English programs* Two classes 
were observed by four evaluators* The nunber of students in attendance averaged 
27* 



- - _ - - » 

Responding to the question^ **Do you plan to go to college?" 
7 were undecided » and 5 were not planning to* 



57 answered yes. 



Hypothesis No* I 



Programs will not be confined to a single anthology » but there will be .evidence 
of wide reading of many kinds of good books » such as library withdrawals » ample 
classroom libraries » and glided individual reading programs/ Books will not only 
be prevalent but accessible* :; 

Among: the observations^ one^^ pbser^r macitloned the use of a Black literature 

mythology* In most instances » the classroom wa^ well decorated with posters 

relating directly to tiie content of the Black Literature class* Among the titles 
observed iiere Black Voices » The Aatobiography of Malcolm X > Native Son > Go Tell 
It On The Mountain ^ Invisible Man > Black On Jlack > The Way It's Supposed To Be , 
Black Religion * Jn one^cdasst ah observer r^or ted seeing Income taf forms irtiich 
apparently were being studied In the Black Literature ,. In thrc^e of the four 
observations » reporters^ single out an emphasis on poetry* In one class a 
SBiall classroom library was reported* There was no information regarding the 
utilization of the school library^* 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No* 1* 

17* Student-instructor planning: 
M«322 F^294 N«69 

i6Z 21% 191 a* Instructor encourages student participation 

in planning and organizing class objectives ^ 
* and activities 

48Z 502 51Z b* Instructor allows students* suggestions and 

criticisms to influence his plans for class 
objectives and activities 

32Z 26Z 17Z . c* planning is chiefly by Instructor 

4Z 3Z 3Z d« planning is spelled out in the course description: 

student and teacher restricted to the syllabus 

Hypothesis No* 2 

There will be a perceptibly good Intellectual climate in the class* More 
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning* 



Specific features of the classroom that reveal intellectual climate were that 
"The entire room was decorated by pictures > displays, and highly motivational 
visuals,, all related. to the study of Black Literature ," "Desks in discussion 
circle — open atinosphere." "Students were genuinely involved in t^ie poetry." 
"Playing Devil's Advocate » teacher attempted to get class to articulate both, 
sides of the value conflict: people's rights versus roperty rights and thus 
to examine theix own values*" 

On a scales of 1 completely involved, to 7 uninvolved, observeris averaged pupil 
Involvement as 1.75. 

Student Questionniiire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 10» 14> 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis 
No. 1 above)^ ^d 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2.. 

10. In relation to other courses; to what extent has this course motivated 
you to work for it? 

. ^- f- - 

a. coWifl^rably more, enthusiastic about working 
fbr this course than the bthe:rs 

b . more not ivation in this course than others 

c. less notivation than others 

d. about average motivatioii 

e. practic«iliy no motivation 



M-342 
15Z 

29% 
12X 
30% 
14% 



F*i305 
14% 

20% 
10% 
44% 
13% 



N-69 
23% 

32% 
1% 
26% 
17% 



14. How would you describe the attitudes of the class toward this course? 



I*»345 


F*i309 


N»70 






27% 


24% 


36% 


a. 


very favorable 


33% 


24% 


30% 


b. 


fairly favorable 


.28% 


37% 


24% 


c. 


average 


8% 


11% 


7% 




decidedly unfasivorable 


5% 


5Z 


3% 


e. 


highly unfavorable 


19. Does 


the course stimulate- independent thinking? 


M-346 


F-306 


N-70 






16% 


13% 


17% 


a. 


:^ to an unusual degree 


40% 


38% 


46% 


b. 


much 


25% 


31% 


23% 


c. 


moderately 


14% 


13% 


14% 




little 


4% 


5Z 


0% 


e. 


encourages rote memory 



Hypothesis No. 3 

-_ _ > * 

Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences, but 
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students . 
for writing. 

Evidence of composition-Is suggested by the following: "Quarterly reports to be 
turned either oral or written or both." "Three-m«nber panel — reads poems from 
a . collection » some of her own*" The degree of preparation cannot be ascertained 
from the few remarks which were supplied by the observers. 



student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 11 and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No* 3< 
11 Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is: 



M»346 


F-309 


N-70 






8Z 


n 


9Z 


a. 


much more than the usual amount 


19% 


20% 


27Z 


b. 


somewhat more than usual 




39Z 


30Z 


c. 


average in amount 




22Z 


29Z 


d. 


somewhat less than the average 


9Z 


12Z 


6Z 


e. 


much less than the usual amount 


16. What 


things do 


you feel 


are the most help to ybu in English classes 


M-322 


F^284 


N-69 






19Z 


IIZ 


13Z 


a. 


learning to read faster and better 


27X 


29Z 


lOZ 


b. 


learning to write better 


6X 


5Z 


3Z 




learning the parts of speech 


4Z 


2Z 


IZ 


do : 


learning how to spell 


44X 


53Z 


72Z 


e. 


learning about people and yourself 



Hypothesis No > 4 

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for 
different groups ^f students within the course/ Teachers will have considerable 
latitude in choosing nwiteri^^^^ Tfiere will be evidence of 

experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instructlono 

Among activities observed, one evaiuatpr mentioned the teacher *s using a 

filmstrlp; several mentlbned the reliance upon the genre of poetry in addition 

to prose; ^d another stated "teacher used iiiquiry techniques beautifully," 

and "three students-multi-media presentatlon-^white ghetto • " 

Observers* Reports of Methods^ Used By Teachers In Order of Emphasis 





1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


Lecture 


3 






3 










Groups 


















Silent Work 


















Recitation 




1 














Discussion 


1 




i* 


3 










Socratic 


















Student Presentation 


2 


1 




i 










Teacher Operating Equipment 


















Other 


















*Only and a good one! 



















Student Questionnaire 



On the Sttident Questionnaire » Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No* 1 
above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing 
oh Hypothesis No ; 4 • 



25. Hcyw valuable 



are assigned readings? 



M«330 


1^291 


■ 






lOZ 


32% 


26% 


a. 


outstanding 


28Z 


31% 


34% 


b. 


almost always valuable 


30% 


27% 


21% 


c. 


usually valuable 


22% 


25% 


12% 


d. 


sometimes worth reading 


10% 


6% 


7% 


. e. 


a waste of time 



Hypothesis No > 5 

Language, literature, and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion 
and not as separate entitles. Instruction will be coordinated and integrated. 

The reader should refer to the chart below in order to make Inferences about 

the degree' to which this hypothesis was observed in Black Literature classes 

In Mt. Diablo Unified High Schools. One observation had bearing on the integration; 

"Follow-up on poetry assignment. Students discussed contrast and comparison. 

Discussed similar metaphors and basic themes . " 



Observers* Reports of Content Se: 



Literature 

Composition 

Language 

Reading 

Speech formal 

Speedi Informal 

Mass Media 

No content stressed 

Other 

*Only 



I 
3 
2 



ected By Teachers In 



I* 



I 

2 



Order of fanphasis 



8 



As mentioned, while discussing Literature of Fantasy in regards to Hypothesis 
No. 5, there were no questions formulated on a student questionnaire that might 
reveal the attainment pf this hypothesis. 

Hypothesis No. 6 

Selective, courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading 
for all students. ' ^ 

Inferences regarding this hypothesis can be made from observations about class 
assignments, •'Outside reading of at least four books," and from the* range of 
readings represented in cited titles, Malcolm X , Native Son, Go Tell It Cta The 
Mountain , invisible Mm , Black Voices . 



Student Questionnaire 

- ^ ^ 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items I6 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3 
above) » 22/ and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No* 4 above) have bearing 
on Hypothesis No* 6. 

22* Difficulty of assigned reading: 



11% 
79Z 
lOZ 



F-289 

7Z, 
79% 
.14Z 



N«69 

83Z 
lOZ 



a* too difficult 

b* of appropriate difficulty 

c» ..^too easy 

i- 1 



Hypothesis No ♦ 7 



English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active 
in professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the 
new subject matter » by making use of opportunities for continuing their education 
through Inservice training or extension school services » and by being conversant 
about articles and publications on thie new subjects* 



Observers remarked that the teachers were well read* 
and chaired sessions in Black literature at teachers* 
and Asilomar. ^ 

Hypothesis No* 8 



Both teachers had attended 
conferaices» both regional 



Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for. college-bound students 
and will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal 
students * The course will have relatively few drop-outs after the second week 
of instruction*' 

Since Hypothesis No* 8 somewhat overlaps with Hypothesis No* 2 and No« 4» the 
r reader m^ht refer to remarks from questionnaires above* The range of readings 
suggests that the teachers are aware of the heterogeneous nature ^f the^^lasses 
they teach* It appears that the students in Black Literature are less heterogeneous 
than students in Literature of Fantasy ♦ 

^ r , _ ^ c 

One observation should have bearing on the degree to which all students were 
considered: "bell rings for lunch » 3-students leave^ 30+ stay to hear the 
discussion*/' The Impressive degree of pupil Involvement cited under Hypothesis 
No* 2 should also suggest the attainment of Hypothesis No* 8* 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 15 » 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis 
No* 2 above) » 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No* 6 above) » 23 » and 
25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No* 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis 
No* 8* 

15* Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for thji course » has it 
fulfilled your expectations? 





F^306 


N-70 




25Z 


222 


33Z 


a. 


23Z 


22Z 


IW 


> b. 


22Z 


22Z 


13Z 


c. 


17X 


22Z 


23% , 


d. 


12% 


12Z 


V3X 


e. 



more than fulfilled my expectations 
it was satisfactory' 
about what I expected 
disappointed 

did not have very clear expectations 



-13- 



23. For my preparation and 



ability, this course Is: 



M-330 F-295 N-65 

10% 11% 11% a. too difficult 

80Z 77% 81% b. about right 

10% 12% 8% c. * too elementary 

Hypothesis No. 9 

Philosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and 
educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as 
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching 
English. 

The existence o£ this course reveals a keen awareness of artistic and of current 
sociploglcal trends. That it is only being offered in two of the five schools 
mi^t suggest that the remaining schools consider offering Black Literature to 
students. Features in classrooms observed such as the use of- filmstrips, the 
inccrne tax forms, "visuals on the walls (highly motivational visuals, all related 
to the study of Black Literature) " suggest a keen awareness of the right media to' 
use in obtaining one's objectives. 

- - - _ ~ . * * * " 

Student- Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. I 
above) » 20^ 24, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have 
bearing on Hypothesis Noo 9. , ^. 

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you? 



M-346 


F-306 


N-70 






15% 


12% 


21% 


a. 


most valuable 


32% 


29% 


40% 


b. 


highly valuable 


34% 


36% 


26% 


c. 


of average value 


13% 


17% 


10% 


d. 


of little value 


6% 


5% 


3% 


e. 


of no value ^ 


24. 


In relation 


to other courses 


I am now taking, this course is: 


M-3i9 


F-278 


N-64 






13% 


9% 


13% 


a. 


very theoretical 


22% 


20% 


20% 


b. 


somewhat theoretical 


39% 


. 46% 


44% 


c. 


average in balance between theory and 










practical applications 


15% 


17% 


13% 


d. 


somewhat practical 


11% 


8% 


11% 


e. 


closely related to practical application 


Student Response 


To Course 







On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 
above), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed 
in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls. 

12. Why are you taking this course? 



M-301 


F^263 


N-66 






17% 


11% 


11% 


a. 


it is required 


10% 


7% 


6% 


b. 


it is required but I would have 


60% 


69% 


67% 


c. 


I like this area of English 


13% 


13% 


17% 


d. 


I like the teacher 



13. . This 



course was suggested to ne by; 



M-262 


F-255 


N-57 






33Z 


31Z 


16Z 


A* 


ebunselor 




45Z 


72Z 


b. 


friend 




7Z 


2Z 


c. 


parent . 


m 


16Z 


11% 


d. 


English teacher 



18* How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had» 
Including those you are now taking? 



M-335 


F-299 


M-70 






3« 


29Z 


44Z 


a. 


one of the best 


38Z 


39Z 


39Z 


b. 


above average 


19Z 


22Z 


9Z 


c. 


below average 


12Z 


lOZ 


9Z 


d. 


one of the poorest 



21. Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught » how do you 
rate the subject matter of the course? 

o 



N^346 


^307 


N-70 




*- 


34Z 


43Z 


57Z 


a; 


' liked It very nuch 


MX 


36Z 


27Z 


b. 


liked it fairly well 


17Z 


15Z 


IIZ 


c. 


neither liked nor disliked It 


4Z 


4z 


IZ 


d. 


dislike the subj ect > 


AZ 


2Z 


3Z 


e. 


strongly disliked 



26. As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III), 
this selective course gave you: * 

M-pSIS, F-278 N-61 

661 61% 74Z a» greater depth in the subject matter 

9% 5X 8Z too nuch depth 

26% 33% 18% c. ^ Aoat the same 

27. As compared with traditional English courses (Englir !i III or English IV) » 
this selective course gave you: 

M*302 F^271 M»62 

62% 61% 58% a» more flexibility in pursuing your interests 

13% 11% 18% b. more rigid scheduling of books the teacher 

selected 

25% 27% 24% c. ia>out the same 

Rscomnendat ions 

The Evaluation Committee reconmends that the Seccmdary Instructional Council adopt 
Black Literature as a regular offering in Mt« Diiblb^tkiified School District. As with 
the Committee's rceqmmtndations regarding Literature of Fantasy > we feel that Item 9 
on the Questionnaire reveals a weakness in the understanding of the role of the 
teacher as advisor to students in selecting courses. We recommend that the teachers 
hive a greater role in advising students selecting future English selectives. 

We reeowend not only the Secondary Instructional Council adopting this selective 
English course as a regular offering in the Ht. Diablo Schools » but also suggest other 
sdiools explore the possibility of offering this selective if they have not already 
done so« 



RUSSIAN LITERATURE 



**Stud«iit8 in this course will read^ in translation » poetry » draasj and the novel 
of pre- and po8t*-revolutionaty Russia.*' Though this selective has been offered 
and taught in two of the five high schools offering nongraded^ nulti-selective 
English programs 9 the course was being taught only in one school during the 
evaluation. The one class observed by two evaluators had 30 students in attendance/* 



Hypothesis No. 1 



Q 



Programs will not be confined to a single anthology » but there will be evidence 
of vide reading of many kinds of good books » such as library withdrawals > ample 
clasiiroom libraries » and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only 
be prevalent but accessible. 

The features of the classroom which would lead one to infer the attainment of 
Hypothesis No. 1 include the following: **A well stocked paperback library of 
Russian literature was available in the classroom: bulletin boards » posters « 
emphaaising class content were in evidence. Records used were shown to me by 
the teacher.** And "half the students carried paperback editions of Cancer Ward 
and half of them carried paperback editions of The First Circle ." 

Student Questionnaire < 

On the S^tudent -((Questionnaire 9 Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1. 

17. Student*instructor planning: 



lf-322 
16X 



48X 



32X 
AX 



F-294 
21X 



SOX 



26X 
3X 



N-28 
29X 



46X 



21X 
4X 



b. 



c. 
d. 



instructor encourages student participation in 
planning aiid organizing class objectives and 

activities. 

instructor allows students* suggestions and 

criticisms to influmceliis plans for class 

objectives and activities 

planning is chiefly by instructor 

planning is spelled out in the course description: 

student and teacher restricted to the syllabus 



Hypothesis No. 2 



There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the class. More 
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes cf thought than on rote learning. 

**Attractive-pleasant-relevant»" and **discussion of relationship between two books, 
with the difference only superficial as to setting or deeper as to characterisation 
and exploration of theme would suggest that the intellectual climate was quite 
good.'* , 

On a scale ranging from 1 completely Involved, to 7 uninvolved, the mean score of 
student involvement was 1. 



Student Questionnaire 



On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10, 14, 17 (refer to* results under Hypothesis 
No. 1 above), and 19 have bearing on Hjrpothesis No. 2. 



10 • In relation to other eoureee^ to whet extent has this eourae motivated 

you to work* for It? 

considerably »ore enthusiastic about working 
for this course than theothers 
nore Mtlvatlon In this course, than others 
less motivation than others 
about average notlvatlon 
practically no motivation 

14. How would you describe the attitudes of the class toward this course? 



lf-3A2 


P*305 


M»29 




15Z 


14Z 


21Z 


a. 


29X 


20Z 


38Z 


b. 


12Z 


IQZ 


3Z 


e. 


30Z 


44Z 


34Z 


d. 


14Z 


13Z 


3Z 


«. 



N-345 


F^309 


M-29 






27Z 


24Z 


59Z 


a. 


vary favorable 


33Z 


24Z 


17Z 


b. 


fairly favorabla 


28Z 


37Z 


20Z 


c. 


avaraga 


8Z 


HZ 


3Z 


d. 


daeldadly unfavorable 


5Z 


5Z 




«. 


highly unfavorable 



19. Does the course stimulate independent thinking? 



M-346 


F^306 


N-29 




rtz 


13Z 


lOZ 


a. 


40Z 


38Z 


66Z 


b. 


25Z 


31Z 


I7Z 


c. 


14Z 


13Z 


7Z 


d. 


4Z 


5Z 


OZ 


e. 



to an unusual degree 
much 

moderately 
little 

encourages rote memory work only, stifles 
Independent thinking 



Hypothesis Koe 3 



Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences » but 
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students 
for writing. 

Though there were no remarks by observers regarding composition assignments on 

trai^b below» one can see on "Observers* Reporu of Content Chart** under 
Hypothesis No* 5 below that coi^sltlon is Involved in the Kussian Literature 
class. There is a severe limitation In evaluating this program in that only one 
' class has been observed. 

Studmt Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Item 11 and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis Mo. 3. 
11. Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is: 



M-346 


F-309 


11-29 




8Z 


7Z 


17Z . 


a. 


19Z 


20Z 


28Z 


b. 


41Z 


39Z 


41Z 


e. 


23Z 


22Z 


lOZ 


d. 


9Z 


12Z 


3Z 


e. 



much more than the usml amount 
somewhat more than usual 
average In amount 
fomewhat less than the average 
much less than the usual amount 



-17- 



16 • What things do you feel are the Met help to you in English clatMs? 



H-322 


F-284 ' 


H-27 






IIZ 


4Z 


a* 


27X 


29Z 


56Z 


b. 


6X 


5% 


OZ 


c. 


4Z 


n 


4Z 


d. 


44Z 


53Z 


37Z 





learning to read faser and better 
learning to write better 
learning the parts of speech 
learning how to spell 
learning about people and yourself 



Hypothesis Ko. 4 



The class will reveal variety in Mthods and aaterials of instruction for 
different groups of students within the course. Teachers will have considerable 
latitude in choosing vaterisls of instruction. There will be evidence of 
Mperiaentation and innovation In the kinds of instruction. 

The type of activity described by observers could lead one to infer that the 
teacher was using som interesting group techniques: **TWo discussion grot^is^ one 
for each book.** **Teacher leads the discussion for one group while the other group 
reads/* and **tescher*s purpose to allow student interaction of opinion and perception 
to deepen the reading experience.** 

On the chart belov^ one can see the nature of Mthods employed by the teacher. 

tiasis 





1 


2 


3 


4 


5 




7 


8 


LActur. 


















Groups 




2 














Siltnt Htork 


,2 


3 














lUieitatlon 


















nUctMtion 


1 


1 














Sbcratic 


















Student Prts«ntation 


















Taaehar Op. rating Bquipv^nt 


















OtlMr 



















Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Iteu 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1 
above) , 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above) , and 25 have bearing 
on Hypothesis No. 4. 

25. How valuable are assigned readings? 



lf-330 


Fte291 


II-28 




lOZ 


32Z 


21Z 


a. 


28Z 


31Z 


46Z 


b. 


30Z 


27Z 


21Z 


c. 


22Z 


25Z 


IIZ 


d. 


lOZ 


6Z 


OZ 





outstanding 
aliiost always valuable 
usually valuable 
soMtines worth reading 
a waste of tine 



Hyppth— Ig Ho. 5 



Laatuagt^ littratur^^ and cospositioa vlll be taught In appropriata proportion 
and not aa aaparaut antltlaa. Xnatruetion viU be coordinated and integrated. 

The inter-relationahip of literature » reading » and diaeuaaion ia revealed in the 
r«iarka quoted above* The chart below auggeata integration of the cosponrnta of 
coi^oaition and literature in reading. Due to the fev obaervatlbnay one cannot 
diacuaa thia hypotheaia ^at length. 

Obaein^era* laporta of Content Selected By Teachera In Order of R^phaaia 



Literature 

CottpoaitioD 

Language . 

leading 

Speech foraal 

Speech inf omal 

Kaaa Mtdia 

Mo content atreaaed 

Other 



1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


1 


1 
















3 


















2 


2 


















3 


ii 















Hypotheais !te* 6 

Selective couraea will provide coaprehenaive inatrvction in the akilla of reading 
for ail atudenta. 

One obaerver co—tnted *^atudent have been reading their respective novtla vith 
the intention of conpleting both Solshenitayn booka. IMLacuaaion li^ada to aeeing 
the tmiqueneaa of the two booka and the^value of reading both of thea«'' ^Above 
one can aee that the ai^aaia on readlng^and the teacher* a role in instructing 
atttdenta how to read the literature of^guaaia ia being attained/* 

Student Queationnaire 

On the Student Queationnaire » Itaata 16 (refer to rejulta under Hypotheaia Mo. 3 
above) 9 22 » and 25 (refer to reaulta under Hypotheaia No. 4 above) have bearing 
on hypotheaia Mo. 6. ^ 

22. Difficulty of aaaigned reading: 



H-309 
IIZ 
79X 
lOX 



r-289 

7X 
79Z 
14Z 



M-28 

4Z 
96Z 

OX 



a. too difficult , 

b. of appropriate difficulty 

c. i too eaay 



Bypotheaia Ho> 7 



Engliah teachera will be prepared for the pilot conrae by having been active 
in profeaaional conferencea that included a focua on pertinent ideaa related to the 
new aubjact Mttar^ by Mking uae of opportunitiea tot continuing their education 
through inaervice training or extenaion acbool aervicea^ and by being converaant 
about articlea and publicationa on the new aubjecta. 



During thm ttaching of this coarM» the ttachet participaned in a day-long vorkahop 
for inatructora teaching fciaaian Litaratura at tha State Convention of the California 
Aaaociation of Teachera of Engliah In Loa Angelea. 

Hypotheaia No^ 8 

Haterogeneoua elaaaea will have atrong Engliah prograaa for college-abound atudenta 
and vill aJao have apecial accoModationa for intereata and abilitlea of teminal 
atudenta. Tha courae vill have relatively f ev drop-outa after the aacond week 

of inatructloa# 

One obaervet renarkad that ^^atudenta have read a anpllng of Ruaaian Literature 
and range of reading genre and ttoe (preauaably iapraaaiya).** r Both pbt^^rvera 
indicated that the atudenta in the elaaa iiere: probably' A^a. I^aie n Ii::erature 
appeara to appeal to a aoat hoa^eneoua group* 26. of 29 atudenta r<Mipondlhg on 
the Student Queatlonnalre indicated tbnt they nere taking an acadenic prtgraai in 
high achool. 15 of 26 reaponaea Isidicated that, they want t6\be rcMaabered 

aa a 'brilliant atudant.** All 29 atudenta indicated that they vere goinjt Co go 
oo to college. ^ 

Student Queationnal te * 

On the Student Queationnairet Itaaa 15 • 19 (refer to reaulta under Hjipotheaia 
Ko. 2 above) ^ 22 (refer to reaulta under H 6 above)t 23» aii^ 

25 (refer to reaulta under Hypotheaia No« 4 above) have bearing on HypoUieaia 

Ho. 8, 

23. For ay preparation and ability » thla course ia: 
1^295 H«29 

IIZ 4Z a. too difficult 

77% 90Z b. about right 

12X 6Z c. too eleaentary 

Hypotheaia Ho. 9 

Philoaphy and aubatance of the Engliah claaa vill reflect changing aocial and 
educational pattema of the tinea. The impact of technological innovationa aa 
they affect the aociety will be apparent in the content and aethoda of teaching 
'Bagliah. 

MKmg literature ^d»)recorda and notion picturaa on the video tape vare included 
in the Huaaian Lit?erature courae. The claaa being offered auggeatt attainaent 
of tha hypotheaia* 

Student Queatiennaire 

te the Student Queationnairet Iteaa 17 (refer to reaulta under Hypotheaia Ho. 1 
above) t 20 » 24 » and 25 (refer to reaulta under Hypotheaia Ho. 4 above) have 
bearing on ^otheaia Ho. 9. ' 

20. Hov do you eatlaate the value of thia courae to you? 



M-346 


f^306 


N-29' 






15% 


12% 


17% 


«. 




32% 


29% 


66Z 


b. 


highly valuable 


34% 


36% 


17% 


e. 


of av.ragr vi^ue 


13% 


17% 


0% 


d. 


of little value 


6% 


5% 


0% 




of no value 



1H330 
10% 
80% 
10% 



24.^ In relation to other courses I am now taking > this course Is: 



M-319 


F-278 


N«26 






13Z 


9Z 


25Z 


a. 


very theoretical 


22Z 


20Z 


12Z . 


b. 


, somewhat theoretical 


39Z 


46Z 


46Z 


c. 


average in balance between theory and 










practical applications 


15Z 


17Z 


12Z 


d. 


somewhat practical 


IIZ 


8Z 


4Z 


e. 


closely related to practical application 


Student 


Response 


To Course 







On the Student Questionnaire » Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 
above) > 12 » 13 » 18 » 21 » 26 » and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed 
: in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls. 



12. Why are you taking this course? 



1^301 


'F-263 


N«25 


17Z 


IIZ 


OZ a. 


lOZ 


7Z 


OZ b. 


60Z 


69Z 


92Z c. 


13Z 


13Z 


8Z do 


13; This 


course 


was suggested t< 


lf-262 


F^255 


N«12 


35Z 


31Z 


8Z a. 


44Z 


45Z 


75Z b. 


6Z 


7Z 


OZ c. 


14Z 


16Z 


16Z d. 


18. . How do you 


like this course 


including those you are now 


M-335 


P-299 


N-29 


31Z 


29Z 


57Z a. 


38Z 


39Z 


28Z b. 


19Z 


22Z 


14Z c. 


12Z 


lOZ 


OZ d. 



it is required 

it is required but I would have taken it anyway 
I like this area of English^ 
X like the teacher 

■eby: 



counselor 

friend 

parent 

English teacher 



one of the best 
above average 
below average 
one of the poorest 

21. Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught » how do you 
rate the subject matter of the course? 

M-346 M'^y N«29 

34Z 43Z 62Z ao liked it very much 

41Z 36Z 34Z b. liked it fairly well 

17Z 15Z 4Z c. neither Uked por disliked it 

4Z 4Z OZ do dislike tfa^ subject 

4Z 2Z OZ e. strongly disliked 

26. As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III)» 
this selective course gave you: 

H-315 P-278 N-28 

66Z 61Z 82Z a. greater depth in the subject matter 

9Z 5Z 7Z b. too much depth 

26Z . 33Z IIZ Co about the same 



27. As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV) t 
this selective course gave you: 



M-302 


F^271 


N-^6 




62Z 


612 


85Z 


a. 


13Z 


IIZ 


4Z 


b. 


25Z 


27Z 


12Z 


c. 


Recon 


lendttlons 







more flexibility pursuing your interests 
more rigid scheduling of books the teacher 
selected ^ * ^ 

about the same \ ^ 



Though this class was only observed by two evaiuators» the evidence recorded and n 
the overwhelming student endorsement leads the Evaluation CouBittee to recommend / 
the approval of Russian Literature as an offering in English in the Mt. Diablo District 
High Schools. 



LITERARY CLASSICS 



,**Thls course will study various myths, including modern interpretations and 
analysis of the origins of the myths, epics of different cultures, and those 
monumental literary works which provide the present with insight into the 
timeless themes of humanity/' 

Literary Classics is being taught in four of the five high schools in the Mt. 
Diablo Unified School District*. Eight observers participated in evaluating 
four courses, pieliumber of students in classes as observed averaged 27.6 • 

Because of the mistake in the distribution of student questionnaires, one of 
the four classes of students did not have the opportunity of filling out the 
Student Questionnaire. Of the 78 students who did* there were 3 9th graders; 
22 10th graders; 34 11th graders; and 19 12th graders. 38 boys and 39 girls took 
the class. Responding to the question, 'ffhat program or curriculum are you taking 
In school?** 6 chose **not decided**; 3> **Vocational**; 10, **commercial or business 
education**; 43, **academic**; and 16, **general.** 

Inj-response to the question, **If you could be remembered here at school for one 
of the four things listed below, ^ich one would you want to be?** 14 of 67 chose 
**brilliant student**; 11, **good athlete**; 7, **leader in activities**; and 31, 
**popular among students**. 

When asked if they planned to attend college, 66 of 78 indicated that they were, 
10 were undecided, and 2 were not planning to. 

Hypothesis No. 1 

Programs will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence 
of wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample 
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only 
be prevalent but accessible. 

According to observers, were few library books, individual reading assignments 
HAd secondary resources in classes. In most cases the students were carrying the 
work assigned for the class, though one observer reported, **A great variety of 
books carried by students. Some from other classes. A good variety of paperbacks. 
All students had class reader with them.** Though the majority of titles were 
from pre-Christian Greco-Roman period, teachers were using modem titles such 
as **Zorba the Greek.** Yet there were no reports of readings outside of the 
Western tradition being assigned or recommended to students. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1. 
17. Student-instructor planning: 
M-322 P-294 N«68 

I6Z 20Z 15Z a. instructor encourages student participation in 

planning and organizing class objectives and 
activities 

48Z 50Z 54Z b. instructor allows students' suggestions and 

criticisms to influence his plans for class 
objectives and activities 

32Z 26Z 25% c. planning is chiefly by instructor 

4Z 3Z 6Z d. planning is spelled out in the course description 

student and teacher restricted to the syllabus 



-23- 



Hypothesis No, 2 



There will be a perceptibly good Intellectual climate in the class. More 
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning. 

Such observations from observers as the following would lead one to infer that 
a good lnt:ellectual climate existed in the classrooms: "Much student art work 
on display." "Rooms well decorated^ much display of material appropriate to and 
keyed to anthology." ^'Pictures and maps relating to Greece* and Greek mythology 
on one .bulletin board." "Portable with desks in circle — couple of couches in 
the back of the room. Attractive pictures and photographs on wall." "The 
classroom was well decorated. Some of the decorations relative to the course." 
"...class involvement and interest was very highy and the student responses 
to the visual images demonstrated a good grasp of mythological references presented 
by the instructor with very specialized backgrounds. The course would have to be 
of great interest to most students." However » two observations were disconcerting » 
"Some memorization »" and "The physical atmosphere » however » was somewhat disordered 
there being no obvious pattern to the seating. This gives the group a somewhat 
disoriented effect." These observations suggest that at one extreme in a least' 
one class a rather traditional atmosphere prevails » and at the other a loose 
atmosphere exists without apparant purpose. 

The mean score of the observers rating student involvement from 1 completely 
involved > to 7 uninvolyed, was 2.71. 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

"There seemed a real sense of purpose on the part of the students » but a very 
pleasant informality. Some students sat on the floor » some passed thermos 
bottles of coffee » and everyone seemed interested in the presentations. An 
unusually well structured and well conducted class » especially Impressive in this 
observation because the students were the primary participants." 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 10 » 1A» 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis 
No. 1 above) » and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2. 

10, In relation to other courses » to what extent has this course motivated 
you to .work for it? 



M-3A2 


F-305 


N=77 






15%. 


14% 


15% 


a. 


considerably more enthusiastic about working for 










this course than the others 


29% 


20% 


26% 


b. 


more motivation in this course than others 


12% 


10% 


18% 


c. 


less motivation than others 


30% 


44% 


27% 


d. 


about average motivation 


14% 


13% 


14% 


e. 


practically no motivation 


14. How 


would you 


describe 


the ,attltudeiB of the class toward this course? 


M-345 


F-255 


N-77 






35% 


31% 


16% 


a. 


very favorable 


44% 


45% 


19% 


b. 


fairly favorable 


6% 


7% 


39% 


c. 


average 


14% 


16% 


16% 


d. 


decidedly unfavorable 






10% 


e. 


highly unfavorable 
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19. Does the course stimulate Independent . thinking? 



M-346 


F-306 


N-77 






- 16Z 


13% 


12%' 


a. 


to an unusual degree 


"AOX 


38Z 


26% 


b. 


much 


25Z 


31% . 


35% 


c. 


moderately 


14Z 


13% 


23% 


d. 


little 


4Z 


5% 


4% 


e. 


encourages rote memory work only, stifles 
Independent thinking 



Hypothesis No> 3 

Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing expediences ,'*but 
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparlng^the students 
for writing. 

In- the chart on content under Hypothesis No. Sy one will see the degree of 
emphasis on composition In the Literary Classics selective. Among observations, 
the following are of Interest: l*The reports seemed to be an excellent means 
for exercising students* composition skills and speaking skills as well as 
selecting information relative to the content of the course." "Some projects » 
e.g. 9 construct model of Parthenon, Write a Canterbury tale in iambic pentameter 
some student reports/' and "writing assignment (write some statements about the 
book after they have finished reading it) given on board relating to Zorba the 
Greek ." 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 11 and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3. 
11. Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is: 



1^346 


P-309 


N-78 






8% 


7% 


13% 


a. 


much more than the usual amount 


19% 


21% 


17% 


b. 


somewhat more than usual 


41% 


39% 


47% 


c. 


average In amount 


23% 


22% 


16% 


d. 


somewhat less than the average 


9% 


12% 


6% 


e. 


much less than the usual amount 


16. What 


things 


do you feel 


are 


the most help to you In English classes? 


M-322 


F-284 


N-66 






19% 


11% 


9% 


a. 


learning to read faster and better 


27% 


29% 


27% 


b. 


learning to write better 


6% 


5% 


5% 


c. 


learning the parts of speech 


4% 


2% 


2% 


d. 


learning how to spell 


44% 


53% 


58% 


e. 


learning about people and yourself 



Hypothesis No. 4 



The class will reveal variety In methods and materials of instruction for 
different groups of students within the course. Teachers will have considerable 
latitude in choosing materials of instruction. There will be evidence of 
experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction. 



Gleanings from Teachet'^Admlnlstrator Observation 



There were frequent observations that revealed the range of creative methods 
teachers employed in teaching Literary Classics » such as "Teacher shows and asks 
questions about pictures (slides » books) of buildings and about how they reflected 
culture of the cultures Involved^how one can tell a great deal about people In 
a culture by reading their myths." "This lecture-discussion contained the Idea 
but with architecture instead of myths," 

"There were questions by teacher and students for about 5 to 10 minutes and 
answers to them by the student doing the report. This seems to be primarily a 
class that reads for homework and has lecture-discussion during the class hour 
with a few projects thrown in." "Students were giving oral reports on background 
material for reading (oral reports on background to classical llteratu r e >T" ^ ^^^ 



"All work was of Independent nature. Teacher helped Indlvlduals^thfoughout 
period." "Mrs. X used slides taken on her sabbatical. . .the slides showed various 
mythological characters and various places prevalent in mythology. The slides 
were used for review and to increase student background." 

"Teacher believes individual or group projects should be shared with the class. 
One group of three girls finished telling of Gllgamesh — three other girls began 
story of Rome." "The teacher played tapes of several old *Lone Ranger* programs 
with the purpose of having the students observe and discuss the aspect of the 
'hero* in modem form. Students were asked to contrast and compare the *Lone 
Ranger* with classical heroes." 

Observers* Reports of Methods Used By Teachers In Order of Emphasis 



1 


1 


2 


3 


A 


5 


6 


7 


8 


Lecture 


1 


1 




1 


2 








Groups 0 










3 








Silent Work 






1 












Recitation 








1 










Discussion 


1 


2 




1 


1 


2 


1 




Socratlc 


1 












1 




Student Presentation 


1 


3 








3 






Teacher Operating Equipment 








1 






1 




Other 












1* 






*Indlvldual Work 



















Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. I 
above) » 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above) > and 25 have bearing 
on Hypothesis No. 4. 



25* Row valuable are assigned readings? 



)»>330 


P-291 


N-75 






10% 


32Z 


SZ 


a. 


outstanding 


28Z 


31Z 


23Z 


b. 


almost always valuable 


30X 


27Z 


30Z 


c. 


usually valuable 


22Z 


25% 


2SZ 


d. 


sometimes worth reading 


102 


6Z 


16Z 


e. 


a waste of tine 



Hypothesis No# .5 



Language > literature > and composition" will be taught In appropriate proportion 
and not as separate entitles. Instruction will be coordinated and Integrated. 

Once again this very Important hypothesis was very difficult to substantiate 
through observers' remarks on the observation form. One observer In filling 
out the content emphasis chart added some Interesting remarks about the Integration 
of language > literature^ and composition. In assessing the composition^ she 
stated *lIo short asslgnments^-a few » approximately three long papers." In 
assessing language emphasis » she added ''As used In literature." The latter 
observation is of utmost importance in making students aware of diction and 
choices of imagery In revealing the idea the writer is* attempting to connunicate. 
This process is the essence of language study in any English class. 



Teachers In Order of Emphasis 





1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


e 


9 


Literature . 


1 


1 


3 


1 


3 


1 


1 






Conposltlon 


~ 2 


3 


2 


3 




3 


3 






Language 


3 


2 




3 






3 






Reading 






1 


2 


1 


2 


1 






Speech formal 




















Speech Informal 


1 


4 ■ 




1 


2 




1 






Haas Media 














1 






No content streaaed 




















Other 





















Hypothesis No. 6 

Selective courses will provide comprehansive instruction in the skills of reading 
for all students. 

The observers assessed the students as representing a heterogeneous range with 
the median being a B track student. Evidence of the extent to which the Literary 
Classics class reveals Hypothesis No. 6 can be inferred from some of the following 
quotes: "Students were doing readings In mythology > with heavy reference on 
classical references » to build toward readings of Oedipus Rex or Antigone ." 
"Most students have the text for the class in hand. It was used only at the 
very end of the period for an oral reading assignment." 

"Excellent preparation for reading in the Odyssey ." "Teacher said she read or 
told many of the stories to the class." 

Considering the challenging literary selections chosen for this heterogeneous 
class > it is encouraging to see the frequency of oral reading as a technique. 

Because of the obvious overlap of many of these hypotheses » It is-lmportant that 
the reader refer to the chart on content emphasis under Hypothesis No. 5 above. 



r 



r- 



B-- 



Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire > Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3 
above) » and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No* A above) have bearing 
on Hypothesis No* 6* 

22 • Difficulty of assigned reading: 

M-309 F-289 N-75 

IIZ 7% 12% a. too difficult 

79Z 79Z 76Z b. of appropriate difficulty 

lOZ lAZ 12Z c* too easy 

Hypothesis No» 7 

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active 
In professional conferences that Included a focus on pertinent Ideas related to the 
new subject matter^ by making use of opportunities for continuing their education 
through Inservlce training or extension school services » and by being conversant 
about articles and publications on the new subjects. 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

**I assume her knowledge came from college courses and self--educatlon«" "The 
teacher has an extremely good background In the field and an Intense Interest in 



i: the mythology and symbolism of myth» and her design for the course Is very 



thorough and well planned*" "Teacher returned from one year sabbatical to Greece* 
Depth of background was excellent for this course*" "Teacher and colleagues 
responsible for arranging curriculum In packages* Had spent part of a summer and 
much time during term refining and perfecting packages*" 

Hypothesis No* 8 

Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students 
and will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal 
students* The course will have relatively few drop-outs after the second week 
of instruction* 

Gleanings from Teacher^Adminlstrator Observation 

"Hrs* Xt who is a very pleasant and highly organised teacher » deals with a great 
range of students deluding nonreaders* The individual programs make^good sense 
for such a diverse group* For a group that lacked self-confidence and self- 
discipline > the teacher and the method of presenting material looked most appropriate*" 

"Teacher played tapes of several *Lone Ranger* programs > with the purpose of 
having the students observe and discuss the aspect of the *hero* in a modem 
form*" "The course would have to be of great interest to most students*" "The 
course was considered with mythology » students were enlarging their knowledge 
by (small teams) presenting myths and mythological heroes that the class as 
a whole had not had time to study* Some had copy of particular mythology or 
epic hero on which they were reporting*" "Some projects^ e*g*» construct model 
of Parthenon t write Canterbury Tale in iambic pantameter> some student reports » 
a test> etc*" "Students were giving oral reports on background material for 
reading* One was on mathematics of the Greek culture » another had to do with 
Greek theater > poem was read by a student on the history of the Trojan Uar^ 
and a report on the beginnings of medicine*" 

ERLC 



The reader Might refer to the uae of grouping aa a technique to provide for the 
greater range of abilities in the nethod chart vhlch appears under Hypothesis 
Mo. 4. The use of this method was reported by only one observer* 

The discrepancy between observations nade and recording on the chart reveals 
probably more of an oversight on the part of observers than on teacher practice. * 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Quest ionnalre» Items 15> 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 
above) » 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above) » 23 and 25 (refer to 
Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 8. 

r 

15. Thinking back to the moment \ihen you signed up for this course > has it 
fulfilled your expectations? ^ 



M-344 


F-306 


M-78 






25Z 


22% 


15% 


a. 


more than fulfilled my expectations 


23% 


22% 


26% 


b. 


it vas satisfactory 


22% 


22% 


18% 


c. 


about vhat I expected ' 


nx 


22% 


27% 


d. 


disappointed 


12X 


12% 


14% 


e. 


did not have very clear expectations 


23. For 


my preparation and 


ability, this course is: 


M-330 


F*295 


M-75 






10% 


11% 


16% 


a. 


too difficult 


80% 


77% 


73% 


b. 


about right 


10% 


12% 


11% 


c. 


too elementary 



Hypothesis No. 9 

Phllosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and 
educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovations as 
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching 
English. 

The singularity of focus on the literary classics of the Western Tradition revealed 
in the selected titles suggests a certain narrowness in view of the global ' 
village we presently live in. The copious use of slides » posters » films » and 
records demonstrated the teacher's awareness of technological devices that make 
literary works of the past more vital and alive. The choice of Zorba the Greek 
and tapes from The Lone Ranger demonstrates how teachers make more vital our 
connection with the past. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis Mo. 1 
above) » 20 » 24 » and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have 
bearing on Hypothesis No. 9. 

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you? 



M-346 


F-306 


N-77 






15% 


12% 


8% 


a. 


most valuable 


32% 


29% 


32% 


b. 


highly valuable 


34% 


36% 


23% 


c. 


of average value 


13% 


17% 


19% 


d. 


of little value 


6% 


5i 


19% 


e. 


of no value 



24« In relation to other courses I an nov takings this course is: 



M-319 F^278 N-67 

very theoretical 
soAewhat theoretical 
average in balance between theory and 
practical applications 
soMnfaat practical 

closely related to practical application 
Student Kesponse To Course 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No« 2 
above), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and 27 provide interesting comparison vhen viewed 
in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls. 



13Z 


9% 


12% 


a. 


22Z 


20% 


22% 


b. 


39% 


46% 


45% 


c. 


15Z 


17% 


19% 


d. 


11% 


8% 


1% 


e. 



12. Why ar« you taking this course? 



M-301 


F^263 


N-59 




17% 


11% 


29% 


. a. 


10% 


7% 


8% 


b. 


60% 


69% 


58% 


c. 


13% 


13% 


5% 


d. 



it is required 

it is required but I would have taken it anyway 
I like this area of English 
I like the teacher 



13 « This course wasC suggested to me by: 



M-262 


1^255 


N-62 






35% 


31% 


55% 


a. 


counselor 


44% 


45% 


23% 


b. 


friend 


6% 


7% 


6% 


Cc 


parent 


14% 


16% 


16% 


d. 


English teacher 



18. Hov do you like this course as conpared with other courses you have had, 
including those* you are now taking? 



lf.335 p«299 


N-70 






31% 29% 


19% 


a. 


one of the best 


38% 39% 


31% 


b. 


above average 


19% 22% 


24% 


c. 


below average 


12% 10% 


26% 


d. 


one of the poorest 


21. Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught. 


rate the subject natter of the course? 


M-346 F-307 


N-77 






34% 43% 


22% 


a. 


liked it very much 


41% 36% 


51% 


b. 


liked it fairly well 


17% 15% 


17% 


c. 


neither liked nor disliked it 


4% 4% 


8% 


d. 


dislike the subject 


4% 2% 


3% 


e. 


strongly disliked 



26. As conpared with traditional English courses (English II or English III), 
this selective course gave you: 



JH315 F-278 N-67 

66% 61% 57% a. greater depth in the subject natter 

9% 5% 9% b. too nuch depth 

26% 33% 34% c. about the sane 



27 « At co«p«r«d with traditional English courses (English III or English IV) » 
this salective coursa gava you: - 



M-302 


Pta271 


N^7 






62% 


61Z 


43Z 


a. 


•ort flexibility in pursuing your intcrMts 


13Z 


IIZ 


22Z 


b. 


mof rigid scheduling of books the teacher 
selected 


25Z 


27Z 


34Z 


c. 


about tha saae 



Bacotndatioos 



Tha Evaluation CoHdttae racoHstnds (1) that the Secondary Instructional Council 
adopt tha course Literary Classics as a regular English offering in the Mt« Diablo 
Ihiified School District; (2) that the District run som day-long workshops to study 
the areas diacussed In this evaluation t such ast focus on the tfestem Tradition» 
the availability of readings for a range of students in heterogeneous classes, 
and the Mans of integrating components of English; (3) that a clear policy, 
regarding the role of the English teacher as advisor of the student selecting 
English selective courses be studied « 



BULE AS LITEIATUKE 



**Thl8 course will study th% m$ny typ«8 of littraturet both prose and poatrjt found 
in tht Bibla. Zt will axplora ways In vhich writara of vorld litaratura hava uaad 
biblical thaatSt rafarancat and sty la » at a baaia for thair vorka* Ammg tha 
lltarary ganra that vlll ba atudiad iilll ba tha poatry of PaalM» Lattara of St. 
Fault Tha Biography of David » Tha Eaaaya*of Tha Prophata^ and Tha DraM of Job.'* 

As with Litarary Classics tha Engliah aalactiva couraa^ Bible as Litaratura » 
generally dravs the «ore able atudent. It is being taught in two of tha five high 
achool Engliah prograaa in tha Mt« Diablo Diatrict. Tha nuaber of atudanta in 
attendance in daaaaa obaanred averaged ZZ.5. imong the 102 anroXledt 8 were 10th 
gradera; 49 vera Uth gradara; and 44 vera 12th gradara; 42 boya and 60 girla were 
taking the claaaea obaarved. In reaponae to tha queation '%Riat program or curriculun 
are you taking?^ 12 choae "not decided"; 3 choaa "vocational"; 7 choaa "coMercial 
or- business education"; 46 choaa '^acadasiic"; and 34 choae "general". In reaponae 
to the question "If you could be roMsbered here at achool for one of the four 
thinga liatad balow» which one would you want to be?" 33 of 90 who reaponded 
choae '^brilliant atudent"; 14 choaa "good athelete"; 13 choae "leader in activitiea"; 
and 27 choaa "popular aaong atudanta." 82 atudanta isHcated that they plan to 
attend collage » 16 were undecided » and 3 ware not planning to. 

Bypotheaia No. 1 

Programa will not be confined to a aingle anthology » but there will be evidence 
of vide reading of aany kinda of good hooka » auch aa library vithdrawalat ai^la 
daaaroon librarieat and guided individual reading prograna. Booka will not only 
be prevalent but acceaaible. 

As the courae daacription above auggeata» the Bible can be thought of as sn 
anthology. Other worka conpleMUting the readinga were the following citationa 
obaarvered by nai^ara of the Evaluation CoHsitteet "Biblical reference booka 
available on tha front tiible»" "Snail daaaroosi library • The Createat Life Ever 
Livedo The Story of The Bible Wbrld" . Obaervera alao nentioned that the varioua 
tranalationa of the Bible vara available. 

Student Queationnaire 

On the Student Queationnaire^ Iten 17 haa bearing on Hypotheaia No. 1. 



17. Student-instructor planning: 



M-322 pS29? »52B ^~ ^ 

16Z 21Z 29Z a. instructor encouragea atudant participation 

in planning and organising daaa objectivea 
and activitiea 

48E 50% 46Z b. inatructor allovs students* suggestions and 

criticiaaa to influence hie plana for claaa 
objectivea and activitjLea 

32Z 26% 21% c. planning ia chiefly by inatructor 

4% 3% 4Z d. planning ia apelled out in the courae deacription: 

atudant and teacher reatricted to the ayllabua 



Hypotlwls No. 2 



TlMc* will btt « perctptibly good Inttlloetual dlaate in tho elM«. Mort 
MphMis will b« placod on IdMs and procMMs of thought than on rota laarnlag. 

Claanlnta fro Taachar-Adalnlattatot Obtanratlon 

**Contlnulty vary daar and atudanta obvloualy uaad to carry into naxt atap." 
"Excallant diaeuaaion and arrangMant of daaka (3-aidad) and aany viaual alda 
naatly arrangad." "Studanc projaeta diaplayad on cupboard topa, aapa on chalk 
board traya." "Baautiful diaplay of aatarial diractly ralatad to tha couraa of 
inatruction." 

Obaarvara rata pupil involvaaant on a acala of 1 conplataly iwrolvad, to 7 
uninvolvad at a aaan acora of 3.2. 

Stttdwt Qtt— tlotmaif 

te thm Studmt QuMtloniiaiM^ Ittu 10 » 14 » 17 {vUt to tMults undar HypothMls 
Mo. 1 aboTft), and 19 havt baariliiK on Hypotbtaia llo« 2a 

10. In ralatlcm to ochar couraaa^ to what axtant haa thta couraa Mtlvatad 
you to vork for It? 



H-342 


F-305 


N-29 






15X 


14Z 


21Z 


a. 


conaidarably aora anthuaiaatic about working 










for thia couraa than the othara 


29X 


20Z 


38Z 


b. 


•ora motivation in thia couraa than othara 


12Z 


lOZ 


3Z 


c- 


^ laaa notlvation than othara 


30Z 


44Z 


34Z 


d. 


about avaraga motivation 


14Z 


13Z 


3Z 


a. 


practically no aotivation 


14. How would you 


daacrlba 


tha attitudaa of tha elaaa toward this couraa? 


H-345 


F»309 


N-29 






27Z 


24Z 


59Z 


a. 


vary favorabla 


33Z 


24Z 


17Z 


b. 


fairly favorabla 


28Z 


37Z 


20Z 


c. 


avaraga 


8Z 


UZ 


3Z 


d. 


daeidadly unfavorable 


5Z 


sz 


OX 


a. 


highly unfavorable 


19.- Soaa 


tha couraa aciaulata indapandant thinking? 


H-346 


F^306 


N»29 






16Z 


13Z 


lOX 


a. 


to an unusual dagraa 


40Z 


38Z 




b. 


such 


25Zo 


31Z 


17X 


c. 


Mdarataly 


14Z 


13Z 


7X 


d. 


llttla 


4Z 


5Z 


OX 


a. 


ancouragaa rota ntmoty work only> atlflaa 










Indapandant thinking 



Hypothaala Mo a 3 

Taachara vlll provida not only for fraquant and varlad writing axpariancaa, but 
alao for naaningfrii notlvationa An anphaaia will ba on praparing tha atudanta 

for writing. 



ThtM VM a lack of TOfartaca to vritlag asaigoMota awng tha taachar<»ateliiiatrator 
obaacvatioaa. tea olraanrar did Matioo ^Snritiiis Involving Bngliah uaaga and 
oral participation on tha part of atudanta.^ 

Studant Qtiaationnaira 

On tba Studant Quaationaalrat Itana 11 and 16 hava baaring on Bypotliaaia Ho. 3. 
11 • Coi^arad with jour othar coaraaa^ tha anc^t of vrittaii work ia: 





1^309 


lf-29 








n 


17Z 


a. 


■ueh sera than tha uaual aMimt 


in 


201 


28Z 


b. 


soMwhat aora than ua-oal 


41X 


m 


41Z 


e. 


avaraga in aatNmt 




221 


lOX 


d. 


aoMNhat lass than tha avaraga 


n 


12Z 


3Z 


«. 


■ttch laaa than tha usual aaount 


16. tlh«t 


things 


do ywi fMl 


•r« 


tha aoat halp to you in English elassasT 


1^322 


1^284 


11-27 






m 


11% 


AX 


a. 


laaxaing to raad faatar and battar 


21% 


2$Z 


sex 


b. 


laaraing to writa battar 


6X 


5X . 


OX 


e. 


laaralttg tha parta of apaaeh 




2Z 


4X 


d. 


laarning how to spall 


ax 


53Z 


37X 


«. 


laazning about paopla and youraalf 



Hypothaais Wo. A 



Tha elaas will ravaal yarlaty in aathoda and Mtacials of inattuetion for 
diffarant groi^a of atudants within tha couraa. Taaehaf-4 will hava considarabla 
latituda in chooaing aatariala of inattuetion. Thara will ba avidaaea of 
SKpariMatatiott and innovation in tha kinda of instruction. 

Jaong tha varlaty of approaehas tha taaehar utilisad wara tha following; 
Fiald trip to tha Pacific School of lallgion» individuaXisad inatruction through 
pzojacta auch as studanta craating a fila on David and Sol* us* ^ji visual 
sMtarlals ralatad to litaratura, ancouraging oral raporta, ralyiiog on nawspapara 
and siagasinaa, ancouraging atudanta to usa a phonograph whan prasantlng thair 
raporta:and filaatripa. 

Obsatvars* Baporta of Mtthoda Uaad By Taachars In Ordar of Eaphasis 



Lactura 

Groupa 

Silant Work 

lacitation 

Mseuasitin 

Sosratic 

Studant Prasantation 
Taaehar Oparating Equipasnt 
Othar 



2 

3* 



3 
5- 



1 
2 



2 
3 



1 
2 
3 



3 
4 
1 



8 



•rafarsnea atudy 

*1fork ahaate by atudanta 



Student Questionnaire 



On the Student Questionnaire » Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No ^ 
above) r 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above) » and 25 have beat g 
on Hypothesis No. 4. 

25. How valuable are assigned readings? 



M-330 


F*291 


N-25 






lOZ 


32Z 


21Z 


a. 


outstanding 


28Z 


,31Z 


46Z 


b. 


almost always valuable 


30Z 


27Z 


21Z 


c. 


usually valuable 


22Z 


25Z 


HZ 


d. 


sometimes worth reading 


lOZ 


6Z 


OZ 


e. 


a waste of time 



Hypothesis No. 5 

Language » literature^ and composition will be taught In appropriate proportion 
and not as separate entitles. Instruction will be coordinated and integrated* 



Once again » regarding this very Important Iqrpo thesis of what one should observe 
in a superior English program^ there vere too few citations by observers of 
the Bible as Literature classes relating to the integrating of the components 
of English. Tet/one statement ("Emphasis on Hebrew Writing Style » identification 
of same") suggests a focus on language and style as aspects of communication. 
One gets a better sense of integration from the chart below. 



Observers^ Reports of Content Selected By Teachers In Order of Emphasis 



Literature 

Composition 

Language 

Reading 

Speech formal 

Speech informal 

Mass Media 

No ^ content stressed 

Other 



3 
1 
2 



2 
1* 



4 
1 



4 



1 
2 



8 



^Composing film 



Hypothesis No. 6 

Selective courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading 
for all students. 

Since the majority of the students enrolled in Bible as Literature were more able» 
the reading assignments were generally given to all members of the class. From 
remarks of observers » one cannot ascertain the degree of differentiation of reading 
material for heterogeneous groups within a class. 



Student Questionnaire 



1 



f 



On the Student Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No* 3 
above) and 25 (refer to Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 6. 

Hypothesis No. 7 

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active 
in professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the 
nev su ject matter » by making use of opportunities for continuing their education 
through inservlce training or extension school services » and by being conversant 
about articles and publications on the nev subjects. 

The teachers observed are eminently qualified: one having studied Bible as 
Literature at Oxford » England, and the other at San Francisco State. The latter 
also participated in a suomier workshop at the University of Indiana. Both are 
extremely well read. 

Hypothesis No. 8 

Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students 
and will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal 
students. The course will have relatively fev drop-outs after the second week 
of instruction. 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 



"Lesson plans for the semester indicate students are given a vide range of 
activities." 



i 



There appears to be some misunderstanding regarding the responsibility of 
counselors placing students in elective classes. From one observation form» an 
observer reports that the teacher "expressed the feeling that counselors often 
place student in her elective that shouldn't have been placed there." 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire > Items 15 > 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 
above) > 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above) » 23 » and 25 (refer to 
results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 8. 



15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for this course » has it 
fulfilled your expectations? 



M>344 


P-306 


N"29 






25Z 


22% 


52% 


a. 


nore than fulfilled nty expectations 


23Z 


22% 


24% 


b. 


it was satisfactory 


22Z 


22% 


10% 


c. 


about what I expected 


17Z 


22% 


14% 


d. 


disappointed 


12Z 


12% 


0% 


e. 


did not have very clear expectations 


23. For 


my preparation and 


ability, this course is: 


1^330 


P-295 


N-29 






10% 


11% 


4% 


a. 


too difficult 


80% 


77% 


90% 


b. 


about right 


10% 


12% 


6% 


c. 


too elementary 
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Hypothesis No» 9 



Phllosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and 
educational patterns of the times • The Impact of technological Innovations as 
they affect the society will be apparent In the content and methods of teaching 
English. 



ft 



In view of this hypothesis » one should refer to Hypothesis No. 4. Such Involvement 
by the teachers In preparing field trips to Pacific School of Religion and 
encouraging students to make films on Biblical subjects reveals attainment of 
this hypothesis. One observer remarked that a teacher used "experience In the 
Orient to Illustrate use of modem scribes In countries where people cannot 
write for themselves/' Such an analogue suggests the teacher's keen sense of 
making general or relevant aspects of a specialized course like Bible as Literature . 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire ^ Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. I 
above) ^ 20/ 24 » and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have 
bearing on Hypothesis No. 9. 

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you? 



)»-346 
15Z 
32Z 
34% 
13Z 
6Z 



F^306 
12% 
29Z 
36Z 
17Z 
5% 



N-29 
17% 
66% 
17% 
0% 
OZ 



a. most valuable 

b. highly valtiable 

c. of average value 

d. of little value 

e. of no value 



24. In relation to other courses I am now taking, this course is: 



M-319 
13% 
22% 
39% 

15% 
11% 



F^278 
9% 
20% 
46% 

17% 
8% 



N-26 

25% 

12% 

46.r 

12% 
4Z 



a. very theoretical 

b. somewhat theoretical 

c. average in balance between theory and practical 
applications 

d. somewhat practical 

e. closely related to practical application 



Students Response To Course 



On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 
above), 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed 
in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls. 

12. Why are you taking this course? 



it is required 

it is required but I would have taken it anyway 
I like this area of English 
I like the teacher 



M-301 


F-263 


N-25 




17% 


11% 


0% 


a. 


10% 


7% 


0% 


b. 


60% 


69% 


92% 


c. 


13% 


13% 


8% 


d. 
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13* This course was suggested to me by: 



M-262 


F-255 


N-12 






35Z 


3U 


6X 


a. 


counselor 


4AZ 


45Z 


75X 


b. 


friend 


6Z 


7% 


OX 


c. 


parent 


14% 


16% 


16X 


d. 


English teacher 



18 • How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had» 
including those you are now taking? 



one of the best 
above average 
below average 
one of the poorest 

21s Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught » how do you 
* rate the subject matter of the course? 



M-335 


F-299 


N-29 




31Z 


29X 


57X 


a. 


38Z 


39X 


28X 


b. 


19Z 


22X 


UX 


c. 


12Z 


lOX 


OX. 


d. 



M-3A6 


F-307 


N-29 






34Z 


43Z 


62X ^ 


a. 


liked it very much 


41Z 


36X 


34Z 


b. 


liked it fairly well 


17Z 


15X 


4Z 


c. 


neither liked nor disliked it 


4Z 


4Z 


OX 


d. 


dislike the subject 


4Z 


2X 


OX 


e. 


strongly disliked 



26s As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III) > 
this selective course gave you: 

M-315 F-278 N-28 

66% 61Z . B2X a. greater depth in the subject matter 

9% 5Z 7% bs too much depth 

26% 33% .11% Cs about the same 

27s As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV) » 
this selective course gave you: 



more flexibility in pursuing your interests 
more rigid scheduling of books the teacher 
selected 
about the same 



M-302 


F-271 


N-26 




62X 


61Z 


85Z 


a. 


13Z 


IIZ 


4Z 


b. 


25Z 


27Z 


12Z 


c. 



Recommendations 



The Evaluation Committee recommends (1) That the Secondary Instructional Council 
approve the course Bible as Literature as an offering in English programs in the 
Mts Diablo High Schools « (2) As in the case of previous selective courses^a policy 
regarding counseling students should be established. Not only should the role of 
the English teacher advising the student be more widcfly exercised > but also should 
the counselor become more familiar with the variety of courses available. The high 
school English selective should not emulate a little college English curriculum^ 
but rather merely emphasize certain areas within the scope of English without 
cbcduding other areas » for such exclusion will limit the teacher in providing 
students with the greatest range of Interests. (3) In view of the absence of modem 



readings cited by the observers* teachers of the Bible as Literature adght consider 
using aodem works whose thsmes are derived from Biblical sources as an incentive 
for students overly concerned with contemporarity« (4) That the Nt. Diablo Unified 

4 School District provide a workshop for teachers of the Bible a s Literature in order 

that readings » approaches » and strategies might be shared saong all assigned this 

X selective so that it nay be offered at acre schools. 

y 

I: 




-39- 



c 



I: 

i 



V 
I 

i 

i' 



THE SROBI STORr 

"This course will be m study of the art of short fiction: The art of the writer 
as a creator of an experience and the art of the reader as a recreator of that 
experience. Students will consider the major aspects of fiction In general (plot» 
character > point of vlev> tone* setting > theme.) The Inter relatedness of these 
aspects will be stressed as students read stories by writers who stand among the 
masters of the art of short fiction." 

The Short Story Is offered In four of the five schools offering nongraded multl«> 
selective English courses. The classes are generally heterogeneous. The number 
of students In attendance reported by observers averaged 29.6. Of the 71 students 
who responded to the <iuestlonnalre» there was 1> 9th grader; 13 » 10th graders; 
28» 11th graders; 29» 12th graders. AO boys and 30 girls took the courses observed. 
In response to the question **What program or curriculum are you taking In school?" 
8 chose "not decided"; 2» "occasional"; 5» "commercial or business education"; 30 » 
"academic"; and 24 > "general". In response to the question "If you could be 
remembered here at school for one of the four things listed below, which one would 
you want to be?" 18 of 65 responding chose "brilliant student"; 16, "good 
athelete"; 5» "leader In activities"; and 24, "popular among students". When 
asked If they plan to attend college, 57 Indicated that they were, 6 were undecided, 
and 7 were not planning to. 
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Hypothesis No. 1 

Programs will not be confined to a siUigle anthology, but there will be evidence 
of wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample 
classroom libraries, and guided Individual reading programs. Books will not only 
be prevalent but accessible. 

One anthology was reported by an observer, another stated **mostly texts, a few 
nontext paperbacks," while another observer mentioned 50 Great Short Stories . 
Storle (Jennings & Calltrl), Student Handbook for Study of Literature VI > teacher 
copies of 55 Short Stories from New Yorker , and Salinger's 9^ Short Stories . Another 
Indicated such titles as Great American Short Stories .- Pocket Book of Short Stories » 
Grtmt Tales of Action and Adventure . Short Story Masterpelces > 50 Great Short Stories , 
The Art of Short Fiction, Reader's Digest , many magaslnes. Life and many anthologies 
of Black literature. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1. 
17. Student«*lnstructor planning: 
M-322 F^294 N-67 

16Z 212 21Z a. Instructor encourages student participation 

in planning and organising class objectives 
and activities 

48Z 50Z 51Z b. Instructor allows students' suggestions and 

criticisms to Influence his plans for class 
objectives and activities 

32Z 26Z 25X c. planning Is chiefly by Instructor 

4Z 3Z 3Z d. planning Is spelled out In the course description: 

student and teacher restricted to the syllabus 
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Hypothesis No> 2 



Thert will be a perceptibly godd Intellectual climate In the class. More 
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning. 

Gleanings from Teacher->Administrator Observation 

*'A11 students writing; some still writing during discussion; one-fourth class 
making spontaneous comments, very witty ones, about plausibility of detail." 
"Neat, clean, attractively, and relevantly decorated for^^ literature." "Desks for 
discussion arrangement. Interesting posters." "Chairs arranged in a circle. 
Lots of class-related bulletin board displays." "All (students) looked around 
and reacted to pictures, all did writing assignment, all followed reading of 
story with obvious enjoyment. Said they liked the story." "This class obviously 
can *run itself*.*' 

Evaluators observing courses ranked pupil involvement ranging from 1 completely 
Involved, to 7 unlnvolved, at a mean of 1.67. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10, 14, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis Mo. 
above), and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2. 



10. 


In relation 


to other courses. 


to what extent has this course motivated 




you to work for It? 






M-342 F^305 


N-70 






15% 


14% 


9% 


a. 


considerably more enthusiastic about working 










for this course than the others 


29Z 


20% 


30% 


b. 


more motivation in this course than others 


12% 


10% 


10% 


c. 


less motivation than others 


30% 


44% 


45% 


d. 


about average motivation 


14% 


13% 


6% 


e. 


practically no motivation 


14. 


How would you describe 


the attitudes of the class toward this course? 


M-345 F^309 


N-71 






27% 


24% 


17% 


a. 


very favorable 


33% 


24% 


45% 


b. 


fairly favorable 


28% 


37% 


30% 


c. 


average 


8Z 


11% 


7% 


d. 


decidedly unfavorable 


5% 


5% 


1% 


e. 


highly unfavorable 


19. 


Does the course stimulate Independent thinking? 


lf-346 F^306 


N-71 






16% 


13% 


8% 


a. 


to an unusual degree 


40% 


38% 


49% 


b. 


much 


25% 


31% 


28% 


c. 


moderately 


14% 


13% 


13% 


d. 


little 


4% 


5% 


1% 


e. 


encourages rote memory work only, stifles 



independent thinking 



Hypothesis NOe 3 

Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences, but 
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students 
for writing # 



. Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

"Verbal Instructions: You have 25 minutes to answer questions on ditto of details » 
which will enable you co write a character sketch tomorrow and a setting for the 
character on Friday*** **Flnlsh up writing short stories/* **Urlte a one or two 
paragraph reaction to pictures (no explicit purpose given for writing assignment » 
identifying audience and subject except *write reaction to pictures*)*" 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire^ Items 11 and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3. 
11* Compared with your other courses » the amount of written work is: 



M-346 


F-309 


N-71 






8% 


7% 


AZ 


a. 


much more than the usual amount 


19Z 


20% 


32Z 


b. 


somewhat more than usual 


AlZ 


39Z 


AlZ 


c. 


average in amount 


23Z 


22Z 


17Z 


d. 


somewhat less than the average 


9X 


12Z 


6Z 


e. 


much less than the usual' amount 


16 . What 


things do 


you £eel 


are 


the most help to you in English classes? 


M-322 


F-28A 


N-67 






19Z 


IIZ 


lOZ 


a. 


learning to read faster and better 




29Z 


A8Z 


b. 


learning to write better 


62 


5% 


3% 


c. 


learning the parts o£ speech 


4% 


2Z 


4% 


d. 


learning how to spell 


AA% 


53% 


3AZ 


e. 


learning about people and yourself 



Hypothesis No# 4 

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for 
different groups of students within the course « Teachers will have considerable 
latitude in choosing materials of instructiono There will be evidence of 
experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction. 

Gleanings/ from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

**Teacher*8 purpose to keep students emotionally involved with feelings of characters 
and impact of story's setting.** **I wanted also to use record The Sea r^r the short 
writing exercises/* **Students told me they had discussed structural elements — plot» 
setting^ etc. > at beginning of course but now they talk about ideas and feelings 
in stories/* **I made comparisons and noted contrast in the style of Kafka and 
Sartre.** **The bulk of the class was involved in writing the short stories. Mrs. 
X was having conferences with students about their stories.** **Student leader of 
discussion read several dittos of student notes for a character sketch and class 
commented on how appropriate the details were for a plausible character sketch. 
Teacher's apparent purpose: to reinforce structural concepts by having students 
apply them.** **Student groups prepare presentations.** **Story has been read.** 
**Student were in the process of analysis leading toward understanding of structural 
elements and techniques of suspense in a short story.** 



Observers* Reports of Methods Used By Teac 



lers In Order of Emphasis 



Lecture 

Groups 

Silent Work 

Recitation 

Discussion 

Socratlc ■ 

Student Presentation 

Teacher Operating Equipment 

Other 

<*Wrltlng short stories 
-Teacher reading aloud 
-fTeacher reading aloud 



1* 



1- 



4 



1 
2 



2 
2 
3 



1+ 



5 



1 

3 
3 



8 

3 
1 
2 

1 
2 



Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No.- 1 
above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing 
on Hypothesis No. A. 



25. How valuable are assigned readings? 



Mf330 


F*291 


N-69 






10% 


32% 


7% 


a. 


outstanding 


28% 


31% 


36% 


b. 


almost always valuable 


30% 


27% 


38% 


c. 


usually valuable 


22% 


25% 


17% 


d. 


sometimes worth reading 


10% 


6% 


1% 


e. 


a waste of time 



Hypothesis Noe 5 

Language » literature » and composition will be taught In appropriate proportion 
and not as separate entitles* Instruction will be coordinated and Integrated* 

Gleanings from Teacher'-Admlnlstrator Observation 

"Student explanation: we work In panels to give explications of character^ 
setting or mood» and theme* Now> because character Is so important In bulldlng|_ 
up a story > she wants us to use the techniques of characterization by writing 
our owne" "Discussion about Black-Uhlte language*" "Lesson was definitely a 
continuation of examining a certain type of short story and writing style*" 
"On blackboard: (1) gather In several small groups » (2) share the sea pictures » 
(3) discuss them> write a one or two paragraph reaction to pictures*" "A few 
papers read (Interesting associations and use of language)*" 



Observers* Reports of Content Selected By teachers In Order of 





1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Literature 


2 


1 


1 




1 


2 


1 


1 


2 


Composition 




2 


5 


3 


2 






2 










A 
H 






1 




2 


1 


Reading 


1 




2 


1 


3 


3 


2 


I 


3 


Speech formal 




















Speech Informal 






3 






4 








Mass Media 








2 












No content stressed 




















Other 





















Smphasis 



Hypothesis No> 6 

Selective courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading 
for all students. 



Gleanings from Teacher^^Administrator Observation 

**The class if primarily a reading and discussion class. *We read aloud**" "All 
followed reading of story with obvious enjoyment." "They said they liked the 
story." 

"Discussion followed up on previous reading and paved the way for an additional 
short story." "Reading a short story on how it might feel to be Black." "She read 
us 'Rain' and 'Try A Dull Knife* and they had good characterization." "Teacher 
read passages from the story — vhich nad been completely read by class. Discussion 
of the passages followed reading of the story*" 



Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3 
above) » 22, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No* 4 above) have bearing 
on Hypothesis No. 6. 



22. Difficulty of assigned reading: 



M-309 F-289 N-70 

IIZ 7% 6% a. too difficult 

79Z 79Z 89Z b. of appropriate difficulty 

lOZ 14Z 6Z c. too easy 



Hypothesis No. 7 

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active 
In professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the 
new subject matter, by making use of opportunities for continuing their education 
through inservice training or extension school services, and by being conversant 
about articles and publications on the new subjects. 

On the observations made by observers, the following indicated the preparation of 
instructors teaching the selective Short Story : "Teacher is well read and veil 
prepared in the short 8tory» attended college classes" and "this closs can obviously 
'run Itself* thanks to the excellent background Mrs* X has given them*** 



Hypothesis No> 8 



Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students 
and will also have special acconanodatlons for Interests and abilities of terminal 
students. The course will have relatively few drop*-outs after the second week 
of Instruction. 

• It Is not surprising to find that In such a heterogeneous class as the Short StorV t 
teachers have relied extensively upon group work so as to challenge able students 
while encouraging less able ones. Referring to several gleanings from Teacher* 
Administrator observations under Hypothesis No. 4 and No. 2^ one can see that 
students are thoroughly engaged in the classes. ("Student groups prepare 
presentations » etc.") 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 15 » 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 
above) » 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above) » 23 » and 25 (refer to 
results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 8. 

15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for this course » has it 
fulfilled your expectations? 



M-344 


F-306 


N-70 






25% 


22% 


24% 


a. 


nore than fulfilled ny expectations 


23Z 


22% 


21% 


b. 


It was satisfactory 


22Z 


22% 


13% 


c. 


about what I expected 


17% 


22% 


18% 


d. 


disappointed 


12% 


12% 


23% 


e. 


did not have very clear expectations 


23 . For 


my preparation and 


ability, this course Is: 


M-330 


F-295 


N-69 




> 


10% 


11% 


14% 


a. 


'^too difficult 


80% 


77% 


80% 


b. 


iabgut right 


10% 


12% 


6% 


c. 


too elementary 



Hypothesis No. 9 

Philosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and 
educational patterns of the times, the impact of technological innovations as 
they affect the society wll'' be apparent in the content and methods of teaching 
English. 

In view of the generic focus of this English selective » one might expect there 
would not be much evidence to substantiate staining this hypothesis. Yet from 
gleanings referred to under Hypothesis No. 4 above and No. 6» ve see that there 
is much writing based.. on content other than literature read> such as pictures and 
the sound of oral language as it is read by a teacher. One observer mentioned seeing 
"radio » projector » and built-in screen in the room." One might also make the case 
that the brevity of the genre makes the short story a most appropralte literary 
form for a speed crazed century. Thus» the existence of such a course recognizes 
the forces impinging upon English education today. 



Student Quest lonnalre 



ERLC 



On the Student Questionnaire i Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1 
above) » 20 » 24 » and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis Mo. 4 above) have bearing 
on Hypothesis Ko« 9« 

20* How do you estlaate the value of this course to you? 





M-346 


F^306 


H-71 






'f 


15% 


12% 


13% 


a. 


■ost valuable 




32% 


29% 


34% 


b. 


highly valuable 


t 


34% 


36Z 


38% 


c. 


of average value 


i\ 


13% 


17% 


10% 


d. 


of little value 




6% 


5% 


6X 


e. 


of no value 



\ 24 • In relation to other courses 1 an now takings this course Is: 

1 M-319 F-278 N-68 

13Z 9% 12% a* very theoretical 

22% 20Z 25% be somewhat theoretical 



39% 46Z 37Z c. average In balance between theory and practical 

applications 

15% 17Z 12Z de somewhat practical 

11% 8% 15% e. closely related to practical application 

Student Response To Course 



On the Student Questionnaire » Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis Noe 2 
\ above) » 12» 13 » 18» 21 » 26 » and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed 
In relation to the composite scores of boys and girls. 



12 • Why are you taking this course? 



M-301 


F»263 


H-66 




17% 


11% 


21% 


a. 


10% 


7% 


14% 


b. 


60% 


69% 


50% 


c. 


13% 


13% 


5Z 


d. 


13. This 


course 


was suggested to 


M-262 


F*255 


H-60 




35% 


31% 


30% 


a. 


44% 


45% 


38% 


b. 


6% 


7% 


i2;r 


c. 


14% 


16% 


20% 


d. 



it is required 

it is required but I would have taken it anyway 
I like this area of English 
I like the teacher 



counselor 
friend 
parent 

English teacher 

18* How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had> 
including those you are now taking? 



M-335 


F*299 


N-70 






31% 


29% 


26% 


a. 


one of the best 


38% 


39% 


40% 


b. 


above average 


19% 


22% 


29% 


c. 


below average 


12% 


10% 


6% 


d. 


one of the poorest 
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21 • Disregarding the teacher and the way the course van taught > hw do you 
rate the subject aatter of the course? 



M-346 


P-307 


M-70 






43Z 


39Z 


«< 


4iz 


36Z 


46Z 


b. 


17Z 


15Z 


4Z 


c. 


4Z 


4Z 


9Z 


d. 


AX 


2Z 


3Z 


«. 



llktd it vtrjr mich 
liked it fairly well 
neither liked nor disliked it 
dislike the subject 
•erongly disliked 



26. As CMpered with traditional English courses (English II or English III), 



this 


selective 


course gave you: 


M-31S 


Fk278 


N-66 




66Z 


61Z 


71Z 


a. greater depth in the subject matter 


9Z 


5Z 


6Z 


b. too auch depth 


26Z 


33Z 


23Z 


c. about the saae 


27. As coapared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV) » 


this 


selective 


course gave youi 


M-302 


f*27l 


M-65 




62Z 


61Z 


61Z 


a. M>re flexibility in pursuing your interests 


13Z 


IIZ 


12Z 


b. More rigid scheduling of books the teacher 








selected 


25Z 


27Z 


26Z 


c. about the ssm 



Recowsiendations 

The Evaluation CoMittee recooMnds that the Secondary Instruction Council 
adopt the Short Story as a regular English selective offering in the Mt. Diablo 
District High Schools e 

We recoenend that teachers teaching the Short Story look into the use of iaqprovi- 
sation as drsMtic activities in teaching the Short Story e 



I 



ERIC 
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DEVELOPMENTAL READING 



**This coarse is designtd for students who are reading slightly below average or 
at grade level. By reading selections of nonfictlon and fiction^ students will 
increase cheir vocabulary, taeir level of coaprehensioni their ability to siake 
reference I their understanding of the structure of the discourse » and their 
ability to Judge reading rate to the . type and purpose of the reading assignsatttt." 

Developaental Readin >t is rffered in two of the five Mt« Diablo high schools offering 
English selective courses* Because of scheduling , one observer was uot able to 
observe one of the two classes, but three observers did assess the two programs 
offered in tb: Fall, the nuaber of students in attendance in classes observed by 
the teacher-aoslnistrator teams averaged 19 • The students verc^ identified as 
C*s and low B*s« 

Iteais on the Student Questionnaire that reveal Interesting data about the students 
are ItMS 1» 2, 3, 4, 5 and 9. (The reader will be somewhat confused that the 
N in most responses is about 19, vhile one might have expected twice that figure* 
Both teachers administered the questionnaire* The cause of the descrepancy may 
be revealed in one observer's remark "Developmental Reading at X high school is 
somewhat similar to Speed Reading at other schools. In Y school, Developmental 
Reading is more of a Remedial Reading class/* There is a confusion of titles, and 
it is plausible that students may have marked the wrong IBM slot for the course 
that they were taking.) 

Of the 19 who responded to the questionnaire, 1 student was in the 9th grade, 
3 in the 10th, 4 in the 11th, and 11 in the 12th« There were 10 boys and 9 girls 
in the classes. When asked *^ftiat program or curriculum are you taking in school?" 
5 chose "not decided"; 0, "vocational"; 4, "commercial or business"; 5, "academic"; 
5, "general". Vlhen asked "If you can be remembered here at school for one of the 
four things listed below, which one would you want to be?" 5 chose brilliant 
student"; 4, "good athlete"; 1, "leader in activities"; mrtxi 9, "popular among 
students". 13 said they were going to attend college, 5 were undecided, and 
1 was not planning to. 

Hypothesis No. 1 

Programs will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence 
of vide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample 
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only 
be prevalent but accessible. 

One objective of the Developmental Reading class was to aid the student in readinii^ 
materials outside the realm of English. Therefore, observers did notice the use 
' of social studies books in the Develoinental Reading class , in addition to 
Various paperbacks of interest, e.g.. Run Silent , Run Deep , a novel on congress. 
Confessions of Nat Turner, The Wordways , jAi]r Ue Can'^t ^Wait , Circus in the Attic, 
Basic Reading Skills, McMillan Reading Program , WordTAnalysis , Spring Board, etc. 

Tests diagnosing reading abilities that were mentioned were SRA Reading kits ?nd 
reading machinery such as Control Readers, and tactisticopes, and reading pacers. 
Tbkse were used infrequently. 



Student Questionnaire 



On the Student Questlonnarle^ Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. I. 
n. Student-Instructor planning: 



M«322 F-29A N«19 
16X 21% 5X 



48Z 



32% 
4Z 



50% 



26Z 
3Z 



74% 



III 
111 



b. 



d. 



Instructor encourages student participation 
in planning and organizing class objectives 
and activities 

Instructor allows students* suggestions and 

criticisms to Influence his plans for class 

objectives and activities 

planning Is chiefly by instructor 

planning is spelled out in the course description: 

student and teacher restricted to fhe syllabus 



Hypothesis No> ,2 



There will be a perceptibly good Intellectual climate in the class. Hore 
emphasis will be placed on ideas asid processes of thought than on rote learning* 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

"The room was well stocked with appropriate literature: books (hard and paperback) 
magazines and newspapers. Students bring with them any school material or 
personal reading material to utilize during the class. Some had texts » others 
paperbacks > some had brought magazines from the library. There are parent donated 
couches and easy phalrs for relaxed talk> study» and reading. Plus the room 
contains an ample assortment of reading equipment (shadow scopes » control readers) 
to be used i4ien appropriate. 

Observers rated pupil Involvement on a scale of 1 completely involved, to 7 
unlnvolved at a mean of 2. 



Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire > Items 10, 14, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis 
No. 1 above), and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2. 

10. In relation to other courses, to What extent has this course motivated 
you to work for it? 



M-342 


F^305 


N-19 






15% 


14Z 


26% 


a. 


considerably more enthusiastic about working 
for this course than the others 


29X 


20% 


16% 


b. 


more motivation in this course than others 


12X 


lOX 


21% 


c. 


less motivation than others 


30% 


44Z 


32% 


d. 


about average motivation 


14% 


132 


5X 


e. 


practically no motivation 



14. How would you describe the attitudes of jhe class toward this course? 



M^345 


F*309 


N-19 






27% 


24% 


32% 


a. 


very favorable 


33% 


24% 


32% 


b. 


fairly favorable 


28% 


37% 


37% 


c. 


average 


8% 


11% 


0% 


d. 


decidedly unfavorable 


5% 


5% 


0% 


e. 


highly unfavorable 
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19 • Does the course stimulate Independent thinking? 



If-346 


F^306 


N«19 






16Z 


13Z 


16Z 


a. 


to an unusual degree 


40Z 


38Z 


26Z 


b. 


much 


25Z 


31Z 


26Z 


c. 


moderately 


UZ 


13Z 


26Z 


d. 


little 


4Z 


5Z 


4Z 


e. 


encourages rote memory work only, stifles 
independent thinking 



Hypothesis No> 3 



Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences » but 
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students 
for writing. 

There were no gleanings on the observation forms that would have bearing on 
Hypothesis No. 3. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 11 and 16 have.bearlng on Hypothesis No. 3. 
11. Compared with your other courses » the amount of written work Is: 



H-346 


M09 


N«19 






8Z 


7Z 


OZ 


a. 


much more than the usual amount 


19Z 


20Z 


21Z 


b. 


soBtSWhat more than usual - ~ 


41Z 


39Z 


21Z 


c. 


average in amount 


23Z 


22Z 


16Z 


d. 


somewhat less than the average 


9Z 


12Z 


42Z 


e. 


much less than the usual amount 


16. What 


things 


do you feel 


are 


the most help to you in English classes? 


1^322 


F-284 


N-17 




t 


19Z 


IIZ 


29Z 


a. 


learning to read faster and better 


17Z 


29Z 


29Z 


b. 


learning to write better 


6Z 


5Z 


OZ 


c. 


learning the parts of speech 


4Z 


2Z 


OZ 


d. 


learning how to spell 


44Z 


53Z 


OZ 


e. 


learning about people and yourself 



Hypothesis No. 4 

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of Instruction for 
different groups of students within the course. Teachers will have' considerable 
latitude in choosing materials of instruction. There will be evidence of 
experimentation and Innovation in the kinds of Instruction. 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

Ihider Hypothesis No. 1 and No. 2 above, one can infer that there is much innovation 
in the range of activities to achieve objectives of this class. 
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One very impressive innovation in particular is the use of T«A« students, who 
come in on teacher and counselor recommendation. The T«A/s from grades 9 
through 12 are excellent readers, and each helps one student in the class who is 
having trouble with reading. The scheduling is arranged so that there in-one T.A 
for each student in the Developmentl[l Reading class. 

Other observers* remarks included the following activities **the students heard 
a poem by Bob Dylan - identify imagery and story - look at literary devices of 
Bob Dylan." "Critical reading." 





1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


Lecture 


2 
















Groups 


1 


1 


1 












Silent Work 


















Recitation 


















Discussion 






2 












Socratic 


















Student P.resentation 






3 












Teacher Operating Equipment 


2 
















Other 



















Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17<|(refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1 
above), 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above), and 25 have bearing 
on Hypothesis NOc 4. 

25. How valuable are assigned readings? 



M-330 


F-291 


N-19 






lOZ 


32Z 


OZ 


a. 


outstanding 


28Z 


31Z 


32Z 


b. 


almost always valuable 


30Z 


27Z 


16% 


c. 


usually valuable 


22Z 


25Z 


47Z 


d. 


sometimes worth reading 


lOZ 


6Z 


4Z 


e. 


a waste of time 



Hypothesis No. 5 

Language, literature » and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion 
and not as separate entities. Instruction will be coordinated and integrated. 

In view of the lack of evidence that composition was part of the Developmental 
Reading class, the integration of the components might be questioned. It is 
interesting to see the remark regarding the Bob Dylan poem in gleanings under 
Hypothesis No. 4 above. 



By Teachers In Order of Emphaslm 





1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Literature 


2 






■ 












Composition 




















Language 




3 
















Reading 


1 


1 


1 














Speech formal 




















Speech inforaal 




2 
















Mass Media 


3 


















No content stressed 




















Other 





















Hypothesis No> 6 

Selective courses will provide comprehensive Instruction In the skills of reading 
for all students • 

Needless to say, one of the most salient features of the Developmental Reading 
class was the great variety of reading materials for a range of students with 
varying abilities. Other gleanings Include the following observations: "Critical 
reading: poem by Bob Dylan read once for overview, read twice for images and 
story, read a third time for meaning." "Lots of students reading to T.A.'s and 
T.A.'s correcting. Six or eight kids reading at a time," "After Thanksgiving 
students may be looking at the structure of writing, etc." 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3 
above), 22, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. A above) have bearing 
on Hypothesis No. 6. 



22 • Difficulty of assigned reading: 



M-309 F-289 N-15 

11% IX OZ a. too difficult 

79,Z 79% 87% b. of appropriate difficulty 

lOZ 14% 13% c. too easy 

Hypothesis No. 7 

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active 
in professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the 
new subject matter, by making use of opportunities for continuing their education 
through inservlce training or extension school services, and by being conversant 
about articles and publications on the new subjects. 

The teachers have participated in college courses on reading and in reading 
conferences. 
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Hypothesis No. 8 



Heterogeneous classes will h&ve strong English programs for college-bound students 
and will also have special accommodations for Interests and abilities of terminal 
students. The course will have relatively few drop-outs after the second week 
of instruction. 

The two classes observed represent different abilities; one class was identified 
as ABy the other class was identified as mainly C. Matching program to student is 
an ongoing practice as is revealed by the following: "T.A. *8 assigned to students 
at first period, yiater, many changes made to match up with personalities." 
Gleanings reported under Hypothesis No. I9 No. 2, No. 4, and No. 69 will also 
provide the reader with an understanding of the materials made available to the 
broad range of students Involved in the two classes. Also, the reader is referred 
to the Methods Ch^rt under Hypothesis Mo. 4, particularly the use of groups to 
achieve more of at^ individualized instruction for students. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 15 » 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis Mo. 2 
above)* 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above) , 23, and 25 (refer to 
results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 8. 

15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for this course, has it 
fulfilled your expectations? 



M^344 


F-306 


N-19 






25% 


22% 


26% 


a. 


more than fulfilled my expectations 


23Z 


22% 


42% 


b. 


it was satisfactory 


22% 


22% 


16% 


c. 


about_vhat I expected 


17% 


22% 


16% 


d. 


disappointed 


12% 


12% 


OZ 


e. 


did not have very clear expectations 


23. For 


my preparation and 


ability, this course is: 


M^330 


F-295 


N-19 






10% 


11% 


0% 


a. 


too difficult 


80% 


77% 


79% 


b. 


about right 


10% 


12% 


21% 


c. 


too elementary 



Hypothesis No. 9 

Phllosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and 
educational patterns of the times. The Impact of technological innovations as 
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching 
English . 

The reliance upon group work, the innovation of using T.A.*s on a one-for-one 
basis, the variety of topics students were to read, indicate the fulfillment of 
Hypothesis No. 9. In addition, one observer reported that class "studies how 
to read a film on a regular basis - critical reading with film as a media." 



Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1 
above) 20 ^ 24^ and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No* A above) have bearing 
on Hypothesis No« 9. 

20 • How do you estimate the value of this course to you? 

a« most valuable 

h. highly valuable 

c« of average value 

d. of little value 

e'« of no value 



M-346 


F-306 


N-19 


15% 


12% 


21% 


32Z 


29% 


37% 


34Z 


36% 


26% 


13% 


17% 


11% 


6Z 


5% 


4% 


24. In 


relation 


to other ( 


M-319 


F-278 


N-17 


13% 


9% 


6% 


22% 


20% 


18% 


39% 


46% 


24% 


15% 


17% 


41% 


11% 


8% 


11% 


Student 


Response 


To Course 



a« very theoretical 

b. somewhat theoretical 

c« average In balance between theory and practical 

applications 
d« somewhat practical 

e« closely related to practical application 



On the Student Questionnaire » Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 
above) » 12 » 13 » 18 » 21 » 26 » and 27 provide Interesting comparison when viewed 
In relation to the composite scores of boys and girls* 



12. Why are you taking this course? 



M-301 


F-263 


N-U 




17% 


11% 


0% 


a. 


10% 


7% 


0% 


b. 


60% 


69% 


73% 


c. 


13% 


13% 


27% 


d. 


13. This 


course 


was suggested to 


M-262 


F-255 


N-17 




35% 


31% 


41% 


a. 


44% 


45% 


53% 


b. 


6% 


7% 


6% 


c. 


14% 


16% 


0% 


d. 



It Is required 

It Is required but I would have taken It anyway 
I like this area of English 
I like the teacher 



counselor 
friend 
parent 

English teacher 

18* How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had^ 
including those you are now taking? 

M-335 F-299 N-18 

31% 29% 39% a* one of the best 

38% 39% , 39% b* above average 

19% 22% 17% c* below average 

12% 10% 6% d. one of the poorest 
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21. Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught, hcyw do you 
rate the subject natter of the course? 



M-346 F-307 


N-19 






34Z 43Z 


162 


a. 


liked it very much 


41Z 36Z 


472 


b. 


liked it fairly well 


m 15% 


322 


c. 


neither liked nor disliked it 




42 


d. 


dislike the subject 


4Z 2% 


02 


e. 


strongly disliked 


26. As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III), 


this selective 


course 


gave 


yoxi: 


M-315 F-278 


N-17 






66Z 61Z 


532 


a. 


greater depth in the subject matter 


92 5% 


02 




too much depth 


262 332 


472 


c. 


about the sane 


27. As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV), 


this selective 


course 


gave you: 


M-302 l>'271 


N-15 






622 . 612 


732 


a. 


more flexibility in pursuing your Interests 


132 112 


02 


b. 


more rigid scheduling of books the teacher 








selected 


252 272 


272 


c. 


about the same 



Recommendations 

The Evaluation Conmittee recommends (1) that the Secondary Instructional Council 
adopt the course Developmental Reading as a regular English offering in the Mt. Diablo 
District High Schools; (2) that teachers teaching the course and English Departments 
offering the selective should review and adopt a general agreement as to what is 
Developmental Reading > how it is different from Remedial Reading and how it is 
different from Speed Reaain8i r*C3)^hat the teachers teaching Developmental Reading 
Include composition as an area of study In the Developmental Reading class. " 



THE FILM 



•'The purpose of this course Is to develop the students' understanding, appreciation, 
discrimination, and critical analysis of the film as a means of communicating ideas 
as a mode of artistic expression. Students may study film techniques and employ 
those techniques in the production of a motion picture. Among the various aspects 
of film study, students may concentrate on cinematic techniques, the transplantation 
of the novel into film, the artistry of a documentary, the experimental film, the 
animated film, and the feature film. Like the opera, the film is an inter-artistic 
mode of expression. Individual study may include reading and writing scenarios, 
viewing and painting sets and montages for credits, listening and composing 
music for moods, and appreciating or syncopating the pace of scenes." 

The Film is being offered in four of the five high schools that offer nongraded 
multi-selective English programs; The students who sign up for the class » are 
generally a heterogeneous group. Depending upon the course offered at a particular 
school, one might encounter a homogeneous group of slow students or at another 
school a homogeneous group of very able students. The average of students in 
attendance observed by teacher-administrators was 26.6 with a range of 10 to 37. 
Data from the Student Questionnaire revealsn:Kat of the 65 students who responded, 
there was 1 9th grader, 15, 10th graders; 29, 11th graders; and 20, 12th graders. 
43 boys and 22 girls responded to the ruestionnaire . When asked what program 
or curriculum are you taking in school? 13 of 64 responding chose "not decided"; 
1, "vocational"; 7, "commercial or business education"; 18, "academic"; 25 » 
"general." In response to the question "If you could be remembered here at school 
for one of the four things listed below, \^ich one would you want to be?" 11 
of 53 responding chose "brilliant student"; 9, "good athlete"; 2, "leader in 
school activities"; and 27, "popular among students." 42 students intend to go 
to college > 13 were undecided, and 9 were not planning to. 

Hypothesis No> 1 

Programs will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence 
of wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample 
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only 
he prevalent but accessible <> 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

"Film posters, many newspaper articles, programs from DVC, very. colorful and 
effective." "One file cabinet with folders on films." "Several projectors, 
editors, splicers, tables for individual work." 

There were no references to students carrying books, either library or own 
personal books, on the subject of film; nor did the observers mention having 
seen any titles of film criticism available in the classrooms or the classroom 
libraries. 

Student Questionnaire 



On the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1. 



17. Student-instructor planning: 



M-322 F-294 N-58 _ _ 
16% 21% 14% a. Instructor encourages student participation 

in planning and organizing class objectives 

and activities 

48% 50% 40% b. instructor allows studentd' suggestions and 

criticisms to influence his plans for class 
objectives and activities 

32% 26% 47% c. planning is chiefly by instructor 

4% 3% 0% dc planning is spelled out in the course description: 

student and teacher restricted to the syllabus 



Hypothesis No> 2 

There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the class. More 
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning. 

Teachers-administrator observers remarked, "Standard class-semi-circle seating. 
Pertinently decorated, attractive." "Chairs in semi-circle around screen, double 
row." "Students were polite and Interested." 

Teacher-administrator observers rated pupil involvement on a scale running from 
1 completely involved, to 7 uninvolved as a mean of 2 •12. 



Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10, 14, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis 
No. 1 above), and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2. 

10. In relation to other courses, to what extent has this course motivated 
you to work for it? 



M^342 


F-305 


N-64 






15% 


14Z 


20Z 


a. 


considerably more enthusiastic about working 










for this course than the others 


29% 


20Z 


39Z 


b. 


- more motivation In this course than others 


12Z 


lOZ 




c. 


less motivation than others 


30Z 


44Z 


30Z 


d. 


about average motivation 


14Z 


13% 


3Z^ 


e. 


practically no motivation 


14. 


How would you 


describe 


the 


attitudes of the class toward this course? 



M-345 


F-309 


N-65 






27Z 


24Z 


48Z 


a. 


very favorable 


33Z 


24Z 


29Z 


b. 


fairly favorable 


28Z 


37Z 


18Z 


c. 


average 


8Z 


IIZ 


2Z 


d. 


decidedly unfavorable 


5Z 


5Z 


3Z 


e. 


highly unfavorable 



19. Does the course stlioulate independent thinking? 



M-346 


F^306 


N-64 






16Z 


13Z 


20Z 


a. 


to an unusual degree 


40Z 


38Z 


44Z 


b. 


much 


25Z 


31Z 


28Z 


c. 


moderately 


14Z 


13Z 


6Z 


d. 


little 


4Z 


5Z 


2Z 


e. 


encourages rote memory work oitly, stifles 
Independent thinking 



Hypothesis Noc 3 



Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences, but 
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students 
for writing. 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

"Miss X read some examples (students) of film comparisons.** "Writing reports of 
otttside films." "Wednesday, students write responses." "Support .. .view that 
film. ..is a good film. If you are disappointed, tell how the film could have 
been more effective «" 

One observation also demonstrated how the sequencing of images provides an 
analogue to the rhetoric of paragraphing: "Comic book clippings in sequences 
demonstrated." "Also referred to content chart under Hypothesis No. 5 below." 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items U and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3. 
11. Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is: 



H-346 


F«309 


N-65 






8Z 


7Z 


5Z 


a. 


much more than the usual amount 


19Z 


20Z 


15Z 


b. 


.somewhat more than usual 


41Z 


39Z 


52Z 




average- in amount 


23Z 


22Z 


20Z 


d. 


somewhat less than the average 


9Z 


12Z 


8Z 


e. 


much less than the usual amount 


16. Vhat 


things do 


you £eel 


are 


the most help to you in English classes? 


M-322 


F-284 


N»60 






19Z 


HZ 


BZ 


ac 


learning to read faster and better 


27Z 


29Z 


27Z 


be 


learning to write better 


6Z 


5Z 


3Z 


c. 


learning the parts o£ speech 


4Z 


2Z 


2Z 


d. 


learning how to spell 


44Z 


53Z 


60Z 


e. 


learning about people and yourself 



Hypothesis Noc 4 

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for 
different groups of students within the course o Teachers will have considerable 
latitude in choosing materials of instruction. There will be evidence of 
experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction. 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

"Teacher began discussion o Some students answered each other. (Teacher uses 
content of students* comments to involve other students in discussion.)" "Film 
was compared to other films abcut horses and related to films that got students 
involved." "Discussion of previous day, overview of western as film type." 
"Excellent discussion—then broke up into groups." "Students were working on 
their own film making project (editing— filming— reviewing) ." "Films have been 
divided into groups (thematic) about four to a theme." "Looked at 'Dream of 
Wild Horses'— discuss— look at film a second time— discuss." "Students working 
either individually or in teams on editing." "Films are shown Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday. A question sheet is handed out on Thursday that deals with what was 
discussedo" "Think about content — characterization and theme." 



Observers^ Reports of Methods Used By Teachers In Order of Emphasis 



Lecture 

Groups 

Silent Work 

Recitation 

Discussion 

Socratlc 

Student Presentation 
Teacher Operating Equipment 
Other 

t^fatch film 



1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 








2 












3 






2 


1 














3 








1 




Z 


1 








1 
1 














2 




2 




1 








1 






1* 






1 


2 







Student- Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1 
above) » 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No, 2 above) , and 25 have bearing 
on Hypothesis No. 4, 

25. How valuable are assigned readings? 



M-330 


F-291 


N-51 






lOZ 


32% 


8% 


a. 


outstanding 


28Z 


31% 


22% 


b. 


almost always valuable 


30Z 


27% 


25% 


c. 


usually valuable 


22Z 


25% 


35% 


d. 


sometimes worth reading 




6% 


10% 


e. 


a waste of time 



ERIC 



Hypothesis No> 5 

Language, literature, and composition will be taught In appropriate proportion 
and not as separate entitles. Instruction will be Coordinated and Integrated, 

Some gleanings from the Teacher-Administrator Observation suggest subtle Inte- 
gration of C(nnponent8 of English, "Students were asked to relate narrative 
style and features of this film to other features of previous films," Another *s 
observation pointed out how the teacher demonstrated the parallngulstlc aspects 
of visual communication: "brief talk about Dean's style and code of humor," 



Observers* Reports of Content Se: 



Literature 

Composition 

Language 

Reading 

Speech formal 

Speech Informal 

Mass Media 

No content stressed 

Other 



2 
1 



ected By Teachers In Order of Emphasis 



2 
1 



1* 



1+ 



technical emphasis 
•flndlvldual work and school work 

-•Composition of film - How It was put together to mean something 



2 
1 



8 



Hypothesis No> 6 



Selective courses will provide comprehensive Instruction In the skills of reading 
for all students. 

Other than references Mentioned above about studants "reading students'* remarks 
about films » there were no other references to the students reading printed matter 
in the classes. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No* 3 
above) t 22» and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis Mo. 4 above) have bearing 
on Hypothesis No. 6. 



22. Difficulty of assigned reading; 



M-309 F-289 N-37 

IIZ 7% OX a. too difficult 

79Z 79Z 86Z b. of appropriate difficulty 

lOZ 14Z 14Z c. too easy 

Hypot. ^sls No. 7 

English teachers vill be prepared for the pilot course by having been active 
in professional conferences that Included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the 
new subject matter » by making use of opportunities for continuing their education 
through inservice training or extension school services » and by being conversant 

The teachers teaching film are eminently qualified. Three of the four teachers 
observed have taken the University of California extension course » The Exacting 
Eye* ' ; one teacher having taken it twice. Two teachers have been involved in 
professional conferences at San Francisco and State Conventions of the California 
Association of Teachers of English. 



Hypothesis No. 8 

Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students 
and will also have special accommodations for interests and iA>llltles of terminal 
students. The course will have relatively few drop**outs after the second week 
of instruction. 



Since one class was definitely homogeneous » A and high and the rest were 
generally terminal students > one must think of this selective as being provided 
for those students of lower ability. From one remark > "explanation of questions** 
teachers attempt to make clear their instructions to the whole class. One observer 
notedt "Students were on their own* Very meaningful activity on film making* Some 
were on outside assignments*" "The class chose one of 33 films for special final 
exam*" "Lesson related to previous film—groups on an ongoing assignment on 
terminology of film discussion^ students presented the results of their researches 
with examples." From these gleanings > one might infer that there was much 
reliance upon group work and Ae contract method of having students fulfill 
certain projects they themselves established* We can also infer fulfillment of 
this hypothesis by scanning the Method Chart under Hypothesis No. 4 above. 



Sttidmt QttMtlooMlrt 



On thft Student Quest lonnalrt, Ittu 15 » 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis 
No« 2 above), 22 (refer to results under HyiK)thesls No« 6 above) » 23 » and 25 
(refer to results under Hypothesis No* 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No* 
8* 

15* Thinking back to die mommt vhen you signed up for this course, has It 
fulfilled your expectations? 



lf-344 




N-64 






25Z 


22Z 


33Z 


a. 


■ore than fulfilled aqr expectations 


232 


22Z 


20Z 


b. 


It was satisfactory 


•22Z 


22Z 


3hX 


c. 


about What I expected 


17Z 


22Z 


3Z 


d. 


disappointed 


12Z 


12Z 


9Z 


a. 


did not have very clear expectations 


23. Fbr 


mf preparation and 


ability, thla course la: 


lf>330 


F»295 


N-61 






lOZ 


UZ 


3Z 


a. 


too difficult 


80Z 


77Z 


81Z 


b. 


about right 


lOZ 


12Z 


lOZ 


c. 


too eleaentary 



Hypothesis No* 9 

Phllosphy and subatence of the English class will reflect changing social and 
educational patterns of the tines • The impact of technological innovations as 
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and nethods of teaching 
English* 

The offering of flln in a high school English progran reveals a certain degree 
of fulfillment of Hypothesis No. 9e William Arrowsmlth has pointed out that film 
is the ecumenical art form of the 20th century, comparable to opera in the 19th 
century* It is obvious from some of the gleMlngs from the Teacher-Admlnlstrator 
Observation Form, that this class is not limited to the one-hour experience with film* 
The teachers have imaginatively involved the students in adjudicating films » 
both on television and in the locale. The content of many films has direct bearing 
upon the contamporary scene and upon forces shaping the future* As one observer 
remarked 9 ''he stressed theme and content with bis students* He related modem 
political figures to those of the era depicted in the film." From the gleanings 
under Hypothesis No. 3 regarding the use of comic book sequences » one can see 
hov the pictorial representation in art so ancient as one can observe in Egyptian 

I frescos or Apollodorus* Trajan column in Rome is made modem through the study of 
the clnemse Focusing on the rhetoric of the montage is an ingenius way of > making 

^ the students aware of thf necessity of "reading" films* 

! 

^ Stndent Questionnaire 

i . 

On the Student Questionnaire, Ittms 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No* 1 
above), 20, 24, and 25 (refer tc results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have 
bearing on Hypothesis No* 9* 



ERIC 



-61- 



20. How do you ettinate the value of this course to you? 



F-306 


N-65 






12Z 


92 


a. 


•ost valuable 


29Z 


31Z 


b. 


highly valuable 


36Z 


m 


c. 


of average value 


nx 


9% 


d. 


of little value 


5Z 


32 


t. 


of no value 



M-319 


F^278 


N-56 




13Z 


9Z 


7Z 


a. 


22% 


20Z 


27Z 


b. 


39Z 


46Z 


39Z 


c. 


15Z 


17Z 


23Z 


d. 


IIZ 


n 


4Z 


e. 



15Z 
32Z 
34Z 
13Z 
6Z 

24 • In relation to other courses I am now taking » this course is: 

very theoretical 
soMWhat theoretical 

rverage in balance between theory and practical 
applications 
sonewhat practical 

closely related to practical application 
Student Response To Course 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 
above) » 12 » 13 » 10 » 21 » 26 » and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed 
.In relation to the composite scores of boys and girls. 

12^ Why are you taking this course? 

It is required 

It Is required but I would have taken It anyway 
I like this area of English — 
I like the teacher 

le by: 



)f301 


F^263 


N-62 




17Z 


UZ 


5Z 


a. 


lOZ 


7Z 


5Z 


b. 


60Z 


69Z 


77Z 


c. 


13Z 


13Z. 


13Z 


d. 


13. This 


course 


was sussested to 


)f-2^2 


P^255 


N-59 




35Z 


31Z 


22Z 


a. 


44Z 


45Z 


53X 


b. 


6Z 


7Z 


2Z 


c. 


UZ 


16Z 


24Z 


d. 



counselor 
friend 
parent 

English teacher 

II How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had* 
including those you are now taking? 

M-3?5 P*299 N«63 

31Z 29Z 49Z a. ore of the best 

38Z 39Z 41Z be above average 

19Z 22Z lOZ Ce below average 

12Z lOZ OZ de one of the poorest 

21 e Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught » how do you 
rate the subject natter of the course? 



H-346 


F*307 


N-6S 




34Z 


43Z 


48Z 


a. 


41Z 


36Z 


40Z 


b. 


17Z 


ISZ 


12Z 


c. 


4Z 


4Z : 


OZ 


d. 


4Z 


2Z 


OIK 


e. 



liked it very nuch 
liked It fairly well 
neither liked nor disliked it 
dislike the subject 
strongly disliked 



26 • As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III) » 
this selective course gave you: 



lf315 F-278 N«57 

66Z 61% 45% a. greater depth in the subject matter 

9% 5% 4% too much depth 

26% 33% 51% c. about the same 

27 • As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV), 
this selective course gave you: 



M-302 


FW271 


N«57 






62Z 


61Z 


77% 


a. 


more flexibility in pursutog your Interests 


13Z 


IIZ 


OX 


b. 


more rigid scheduling of books the teacher 










selected 


25Z 


27X 


23X 


c. 


about the same 



Recommendations 

The Evaluation CoBnittee recommends (1) that the Secondary Instructional Council 
approve The Film as a regular offering iti nongraded, multi-selective English 
courses; (2) that the schools continue to finance the expenditure for films while 
the District looks into the possibility of acquiring a sm^l film library; 
(3) that there be a workshop to study the selective on film and to develop a 
program that not only emphasizes the media of film but also includes o^her components 
of English; (4) that teachers of the film not exclude the printed word* but explore 
such forms as secondary references*- film resources, or scenarios. 
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SPEED READING 



"This course is designed for students who are reading above grade level and who 
intend to continue on to college. The course will refine and broaden those 
readli^ skills that enable one to read more rai^ldly and comprehend more » such 
as the ability to anticipate Ideas In material to be read> to ask questions of 
such material > to scan material » and to conclude a reading assignment by constructing 
an overv ew of the content." 

Speed Reading Is offered at only one high school In the Mt. Diablo Unified School 
District. It was evaluated by two observers who observed an average of 22 students 
in attendance. / 5; the 20 students who filled out the Questionnaire » 14 were 
lOth graders; 4» 11th graders; and 2» 12th graders. 14 boys and 6 girls were in 
the course. When asked » **What program or curriculum are you taking in school?" 
2 chose "not decided"; 1> "vocational*^; 5> "commercial or business education"; 
7> "academic"; and 5> "general". When asked **If you could be remeaibered here 
at school for one of the four things listed below» which one would you want to be?" 
7 chose brilliant student"; 4» "good athlete"; 2, "leader in activities"; and 7» 
"popular among students". 15 stated they were going to go on to college » 3 were 
undecided > and 2 were not planning to attend. 

Hypothesis -No; 1 

Programs will not be confined to a single anthology » but there be ev^idence 
of wide reading of many kinds of good books » such as library wil^rlnial8» ample 
classroom libraries > and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only 
be' prevalent but accessible. 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

"Students assigned to read six specific novels." Classroom "colorful and pleasant. 
Nine shadow scope machines all lined up in rear of room on tables." 



Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1. 



17. Student-instructor planning: 



M-322 F«294 N«20 
16Z 21Z 25Z 



48Z 



32Z 
4Z 



50Z 



26Z 
3Z 



20Z 



55Z 
OZ 



a. instructor encourages student participation in 
planning and organizing class objectives and 
activities 

b. instructor allows students* suggestions and 
' criticisms to influence his plans for class 

objectives and activities 

c. planning is chiefly by instructor 

d. planning is spelled out in the course description: 
student and- teacher restricted to the syllabus 



Hypothesis No^ 2 



There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate in the class. More 
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought than on rote learning. 



Observers remarked that students selected their own novels - Kidnapped » The Floods 
of Fear » etc. "Very well organized for this class. Some posters around the room 
related to the course/' 

Observers rated pupil involvement on a scale ranging from 1 completely involved » 
to 7 uninvolved at a mean of 2« 

Stadent Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 10 » 14 » 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis 
No« 1 above) 9 and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No* 2. 

10 • In relation to other courses » to what extent har thlscourse motivated 
you to work for it? 



4-342 
15Z 

29Z 
12Z 
30Z 
14Z 



F-305 


N-10 






UZ 


lOZ 


a. 


considerably more enthusiastic about working 
for this course than the others 


20% 


20Z 


b. 


more motivation in this course than others 


lOZ 


15Z 


c. 


'-less motivation than others 


44Z 


40Z 


d. 


about average motivation 


13Z 


15Z 


e. 


practically no motivation 



14o How would you describe the attitudes of the class toward this course? 



M-345 


P-309 


N-20 






27Z 


24% 


lOZ 


a. 


very favorable 


33Z 


24Z 


20Z 


b. 


fairly favorable 


28Z 


37Z 


45Z 


c. 


average 


3Z 


IIZ 


25Z 


d. 


decidedly unfavorable 


SZ 


5Z 




e. 


highly unfavorable 



19 • Does the course stimulate independent thinking 1 



F«306 


N«20 






I3Z 


lOZ 


a. 


to an imusual degree 


38Z 


45Z 


b. 


much 


31Z 


20Z 


c. 


moderately 


13Z 


25Z 


d. 


little 


5Z 




e. 


encourages rote memory work ooly* stifles 
Independenw thinking 



M>346 
16Z 
40Z 
25Z 
14Z 
4Z 



Hypothesis No> 3 

Teachers will pro\ide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences » but 
also for meaningful motivation» An emphasis will be on preparing the students 
for writings 

There were no gleanings on the observation forms that would have bearing on 
Hypothesis No. 3. 

Like the ISnglish selective Developmental Beading » Speed Beading emphasizes the 
activity of decoding. Writing or encoding is not one of the major objectives of 
the course. 
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Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » ir.cfis il and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3< 
11 • Compared with your other courses* the amount of written work is: 



»>3A6 


F-309 


N-20 






8Z 


7Z 


OZ 


a. 


much more than the usual amount 


19Z 


20Z 


lOZ 


b. 


somewhat more than usual 


AlZ 


39Z 


25Z 


c. 


average in amount 


23Z 


22Z 


25Z 


d. 


somewhat less than the average 


9Z 


12Z 


40Z 


e. 


much less than the usual amount 


16. What 


things 


do you feel 


are 


the most help to youln English classes? 


H-322 


F-28A 


N-20 






19Z 


IIZ 


40Z 


a. 


learning to read faster and better 


27Z 


29Z 


25Z 


b. 


learning to write better 


6Z 


5Z 


lOZ 


c. 


learnings the parts of speech 


4Z 


2Z 


5Z 


d. 


learning liow to spell 




53Z 


20Z 


e. 


learning about people and yourself 



Hypothesis NOo 4 

The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for 
different groups of students within the course « Teachers will have considerable 
latitude in choosing materials of instruction. There will be evidence of 
experimentation and innovation in- the kinds of instruction. 

Among the observations by observers are the following: "Class divided into five 
distinct groups. One group of seven students being tested (speed and comprehension) 
by teadier^ The rest of the class reading Independently." 



Observers* Reports of Methods Used By Teachers In Order of 



Lecture 
Groups 
Silent Work 
Recitation 
Discussion 
Socratic 

Student Presentation 
Teacher Operating Equipment 
Other 



1 
2 



1 
2 



Emphasis 



8 



Student Questionnaire 



h 



On the Student Questionnaire > Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1 
above) » 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above) » and 25 have bearing 
on Hypothesis No. A. 
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25. How valuable are assigned readings? 



M-330 


F-291 


N=20 






lOZ 


32% 


10% 


a. 


outstanding 


28Z 


31% 


10% 


b. 


almost always valuable 


30Z 


27% 


40% 


c. 


usually valuable 


22Z 


25% 


40% 


d. 


sometimes worth reading 


lOZ 


6% 


0% 


e. 


a waste o£ time 



Hypothesis No. 5 

Language » literature » and composition will be taught in appropriate proportion 
and not as separate entitles. Instruction will be coordinated and Integrated. 

As with the English selective Developmental Reading » the Speed Reading class does 
notfociis on writing as one of the 'major activities. 



Observers^ Reports of Conteat Selected By Teachers In Order of Emphasis 





1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Literature . - 

CofBposition 

Language 

Reading 

Speech formal 

Speech informal 

l&ss Media 

Ho content stressed 

Other 


1 

2* 


2 
1 
















* 





















Hypothesis No. 6 

Selective courses will provide comprehensive Instruction In the skills of reading 
for-ali students. 

Since the major emphasis of Speed Reading Is to enable students to read at a 
greater speed wit h grea ter comprehension > It Is obvious that reading skills are 
practiced In a class. Also* the students in a class are mainly college-bound. 
There is a great deal of freedom for students to select their own works and to 
explore a variety of areas. As one observer pointed out^ "the teacher assigns 
independent reading to students. Continual program of testing for comprehension 
and' speed. Students keep a record sheet of their own progress.** 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire > Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3 
above)* 22 > and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing 
on Hypothesis No. 6. 
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22. Difficulty of assigned reading: 



M-309 F-289 N«20 

HZ 7% 15% a. too difficult 

79Z 79Z 75Z b. of appropriate difficulty 

lOZ 14Z 10% c. too easy 

Hypothesis No> 7 

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active 
in professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the 
new subject matter » by making use of opportunities for continuing their education 
through Inservice training or extension school services » and by being conversant 
about articles and publications on the new subjects. 

Though observers did not specify the instructor's preparation » their Implication 
above reveals the teacher's consummate skill and thorough understanding of the 
demands of this course. 

Hypothesis No> 8 

Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students 
and will also have special accommodations for interests and abilities of terminal 
students. The course will have relatively few drop-outs after the second week 
of instruction'. 

As observed by one observer^ the use of groups certainly accommodates the range 
that would be met in such a class as Speed Reading . Refer to gleanings from 
teacher*-administrator observations under Hypotheses No. 4 and No. 6. 

Student Questionnaire 

I On the Student Questionnaire » Items 15 » 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis 

I No. 2 abjve)> 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above) » 23 > and 25 

f: (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 8. 

I- 

I 15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for this course » has it 
I ^ fulfilled your expectations? 

^- 



1 


M-344 


Fta306 


N-20 








25X 


221 


201 


an 


more than fulfilled my expectations 




231 


221 


35% 


b. 


it was satisfactory 




221 


22X 


151 


c. 


about What I expected 




171 


221 


101 


d. 


disappointed 




' 121 


12Z 


201 


e. 


did not have very clear expectations 


K 


23. For 


my preparation and 


ability » this course ie: _ 


k- 


1*»330 


^295 


N-20 








101 


11% 


51 


a. 


top difficult 




801 


772 


751 


b. 


about right 




101 


12Z 


201 


c. 


too elementary '-^ 
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Hypothesis No. 9 

Philosphy and substance cf the English class will reflect changing social and 
educational patterns of the times. The Impact of technological innovations as 
they affect the society will btf apparent in the content and methods of teaching 
English. 

Speed Reading is one of those courses that reflects the adjustment of the 
curriculum in English to "the demands of the 20th Century. Considering the great 
amount of information available, it is of great Importance that the average 
citizen reads selectively and adjusts his reading strategy according to the 
purpose and the nature of the reading material. These goals appear to be 
achieved as one might infer from the gleanings from the Teacher-Administrator 
Observation above. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1 
above), 20, 24, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing 
on Hypothesis No. 9. 

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you? 



most valuable 
highly valuable 
of average value 
of little value 
of no value 



M-346 


F-306 


N» 




15Z 


12Z 


25Z 


a. 


32Z 


29Z 


20Z 


b. 


34Z 


36Z 


30% 


c. 


13Z 


17% 


20Z 


d. 


6Z 


5Z 


5% 


e. 


24. In 


relation 


to other 


courses 


M=319 


F=278 


N=20 




13Z 


9Z 


5% 


a. 


22Z 


20Z 


20% 


b. 


39% 


46Z 


40% 


c. 


15Z 


17Z [ 


^. 15% 


d. 


IIZ 


8Z 


20% 


e. 



this course is: 



very theoretical 
somewhat theoretical 

average In balance between theory and practical 
applications 
somewhat practical 

closely related to practical application 

i 

I Student Response To Course 

i 

I On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No» 2 

\ above) » 12, 13, 18, 21, 26, and 27 provide Interesting comparison yhen viewed 

I in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls. 

I 12. Why are you taking this course? 



ERIC 



tf>301 


F-263 


.N-19 




17% 


IIZ 


IIZ 


a. 


10% 


7Z 


OZ 


b. 


60Z 


69Z 


84Z 


c. 


13Z 


13Z 


5Z 


d. 



it is require 

it is requireo bu- I would have taken it anyway 
I like this area of English 
I like the teacher 
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13 • This course was suggested to me by: 



>f-*262 


F-255 


N«20 






35% 


31% 


25% 


a. 


counselor 


HX 


45% 


45% 


b. 


friend 


6Z 


7% 


20% 


c. 


parent 


14Z 


16% 


10% 


d. 


English teacher 



18. How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had^ 
including those you are now taking? 



M-335 


F«299 


N-20 






31% 


29% 


25% 


a. 


one of tne best 


38% 


39% 


35% 


b. 


above average 


19% 


22% 


35% 


c. 


below average 


12% 


10% 


5% 


d. 


one of the poorest 



21 • Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught » how do you 
rate the subject matter of the course? 



M-346 


F-307 r 


N-20 






34% 


43% 


10% 


a. 


liked It very much 


41% 


36% 


25% 


b. 


liked It fairly well 


17% 


15% 


45% 


c. 


neither liked nor disliked 


4% 


4% 


10% 


d. 


dislike the subject 


4% 


2% 


0% 


e. 


strongly disliked 



26 • As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III) » 
this selective course gave you: 

M-315 P-278 N»20 

66Z 61Z 45% a. greater depth in the subject matter 

9Z 5Z 5Z h. too much depth 

26% 33% 50% c. about the s^nte 

!/• As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV) » 
this selective course gave you: 



M-302 


P«271 


N«20 






62% 


61% 


55% 


- a. 


more flexibility in pursuing your interests 


13% 


11% 


0% 


b. 


more rigid scheduling of books the teacher 










selected 


25% 


27% 


A5% 


c. 


about the same 



Recommendations 

The Evaluation Conmittee recommends that (1) the Secondary Instructional Council 
approve the offering of Speed Reading as a regular course in the Mt. Diablo District 
English curriculum; (2) that course planners and teachers include writing and a study 
language as part of the curriculum. 
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HUMOROUS LITERATURE 



*'In this course » student will study those literary works which evoke a humorous 
response from readers." 

Humorous Literature is being offered in only one of the five schools offering 
nongraded multi-selective classes in English. The two observers reported the 
number of students in attendance to be 29. Of the 27 students responding to the 
Questionnaire, 8 were 10th graders; 9, 11th graders; and 10, 12th graders. 17 
boys and 10 girls took the course. In response to the question '\niat program of 
the curriculum are you taking in school?" 3 chose "not decided"; 10, "vocational"; 
4, "commercial or business education"; 8, "academic"; and 12, "general". In 
response to the question^ "If you could be remembered here at school for one of 
the four things listed below, which one would you want to be?^" 7 chose "brilliant 
student"; 8, "good athlete"; 3, "leader in activities"; and 8, "popular among 
students". 17 planned to attend college, 7 were undecided, and 3 were not planning 
to. 



Hypothesis No. 1 

Programs, will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be .evidence 
of wide reading of many kinds of good books, such as library withdrawals, ample 
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only 
be prevalent but accessibleo 

The mean score of observers rating student involvement from 1, completely involved, 
to 7 uninvolved^ was 3. 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

"Teacher discussed previous day*s reading and continued the discussion. Class then 
read short assignment." "A continuation of fable and allegory." "Definitely 
related to the type of humor under examination . " The other oht >rver noted 
"dictionaries and many posters in class variety of humorous literature books. 
Cartoons, etc." 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1. 



17. Student-instructor planning: 



1^322 F^294 N-25 
16% 21X 4Z 



48Z 



32Z 
4% 



50% 



26% 
3% 



68% 



20% 
8% 



b. 



c. 
d. 



instructor encourages student participation 
in planning and organizing class objectives 
and activities 

instructor allows students* suggestions and 

criticisms to influence his plans for class 

odJ actives and activities 

planning is chiefly by instructor 

planning is spelled out in the course description 

Student and teacher restricted to the syllabutt 



Hypothesis No> 2 



There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate In the class. More 
emphasis will be placed on Ideas and processes of thought than on rote leami!ii# 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observations 

"The room was well stocked with appropriate literature: books (hard and puperback^ 
magazines and newspapers. Students bring with them any school material or 
personal reading material to utilize during the class." "Standard classroom. 
Divided seating {h on each side of room> some decoration. Neat." 

The mean .score of observers rating student Involvement from 1 completely 
Involved, to 7 unlnvolved, was 3. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 10, 14, 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis 
No. 1 above), and 19 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 2. 



10. In relation to other courses, to what extent has this course motivated 
you to work 'for it? 



M-342 


F-305 


N-10 






15% 


14% 


4% 


a. 


considerably more enthusiastic about working 










for this course than the others 


29Z 


20% 


12% 


bo 


more motivation in this course than othets 


12% 


10% 


15% 


c. 


less motivation than ot^&cs 


30% 


44% 


54% 


d. 


about average motivation 


1A% 


13% 


15% 


e. 


practically no motivation 


14. How would you 


describe 


the 


attitudes of the class toward this course? 


If-345 


F-309 


N-20 






27% 


24% 


7% 


a. 


very favorable 


33% 


24% 


22% 


b. 


fairly favorable 


28% 


37% 


59% 


c. 


average 


8% 


11% 


7% 


d. 


decidedly unfavorable 


5% 


5% 


4% 


e. 


highly unfavorable 


19 . Does 


the course stimulate Independent thinking? 


M-346 


F-306 


N-20 






16% 


13% 


15% 


ao 


to an unusual degree 


40% 


38% 


19% 


b. 


much 


25% 


31% 


41% 


c. 


moderately 


14% 


13% 


22% 


d. 


little 


4% 


5% 


4% 


e. 


encourages rote memory work only, stifles 










Independent thinking 


Hypothesli 


i Noo 3 









Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences, but 
also for meaningful motlvatlouo An emphasis will be on preparing the students 
for writings 



Like other selectlves that were being offered at one school during the Fall of 
1970, the observers did not record enough data from which information relevant to 
this hypothesis could be extracted. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire, Items 11 and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3. 
11. Compared with your other courses, the amount of written work is: 



M»346 


F-309 


N-27 






8Z 


7Z 


OZ 


a. 


much more than the usual amount 


19Z 


20Z 


oz 


b. 


somewhat more than usual 


41Z 


39Z 


30Z 


c. 


average in amount 


23Z 


22Z 


41Z 


d. 


somewhat less than the average 


9Z 


12Z 


30Z 


e. 


much less than the usual amount 


16. What 


things 


do you feel 


are 


the most help to you in English classes? 


M-322 


F-284 


N-90 






19Z 


HZ 


17Z 


a. 


learning to read faster and better 


27Z 


29Z 


13Z 


b. 


learning to write better 


6% 


5Z 


13Z 


c. 


learning the parts of speech 


4Z 


2Z 


8Z 


d. 


learning how to spell 


44Z 


53Z 


50Z 


e. 


learning about people and yourself 



Hypothesis Noo 4 



The class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for 
different groups of students within the course. Teachers will have considerable 
latitude in choosing materials of instruction. There jkHI be evidence of 
experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction. 



Gleanings frm Teacher-Administrator Observation 

"Teacher discussed previous day's reading and continued thediscussion." "Class 
then read short assignment and discussed it." "Some^.!small groups discussing 
book." "The course is set up to define different interpretations of humor - 
what is humorous. Why do people see certain things as httmorous - this lesson 
was part of this long range goal." 



Observers' Reports of Methods Used By Teachers In Order of Emphasis 



Lecture 

Groups 

Silent Work 

Recitation 

Discussion 

Socratic 

Student Presentation 
Teacher Operating Equipment 
Other 



3 
2 
1 



Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire , Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1 
above) 9 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 above) > and 25 have bearing 
on Hypothesis No. 4. ~ ^ 



25« How valuable are assigned readings? 



M-330 


F-291 


N-27 






m 


32Z 


OX 


a. 


outstanding 




31Z 


26% 


b. 


almost always valuable 


30% 


27% 


33% 


c. 


usually valuable 


22Z 


25Z 


m 


d. 


someclmes worth reading 


m 


6% 


nx 


e. 


a waste of time 



Hypothesis Noe 5 

Language 9 literature , and composition will be taught In appropriate proportion 
and not as separate entitles. Instruction will be coordinated and Integrated. 

As with Hypothesis No. 4, generalizations regarding the degree of Integration of 
literature, composition, and language are impossible. 



Observers' Reports of Content Se! 


Lected By 1 


teachers In Order of 


Emphasis 




1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 


9 


Literature 




1 
















Composition 




















Language 




3 
















Reading 


1 


2 
















Speech formal 




















Speech Informal 




















Mass Media 




















No content stressed 




















Other 





















Hypothesis Nop 6 

Selective courses will provide comprehensive Instruction In the skills of reading 
for all students. 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

"Read a humorous modem fable and discussed It." The titles reported ranged from 
The Dog^ Who Wouldn't Be , The Human Comedy , The Mouse That Roared , The Little World 
of Don Camlllo , and The Pushcart War e" 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Stfv'dent Questionnaire, Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 3 
above), 22, and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing 
on Hypothesis NOc 6. 



22* Difficulty of atsigned rtading: 



M-309 

79% 
lOZ 



F^289 
7Z 
79Z 
14Z 



N«27 
3Z 
74Z 
22Z 



too difficult 

of appropriate difficulty 

too aaay 



Hypothaait Ho. 7 



Engliah ttachera will ba prepared for the pilot courae by having been active 
in prof eaaional conf erencea that included a focua on pertinent ideaa related to the 
neir aubject natter » by naking uae of opportunitiea for continuing their education 
through inaervice training or extenaion achool aervicea^ and by being converaant 
about artidea and publicationa on the new aubjecta. 

Both obaervera reflected that the teacher waa well read and had acceaa to much 
material to neet the needa of hia atudenta. 

Hypotheaia Ho# 8 

Heterogeneous daaaes will have atrong Engliah progrand for college«*bound atudenta 
and vill alao have apecial acconaodationa for interests and abilitiea of teminal 
atudenta. The course will have relatively few drop-outa after the aecond veek 
of inat ruction* 

Kany of the obaervations above overlap within Hypothesis No« 8« One observer 
reported the "students read humorous writing that they brought to daaa." "Many 
dittoed work sheets to encourage atudenta to analyze the humor portrayed in 
various books/* 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student (Questionnaire ^ Items 15 » 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis No« 2 
above) 9 22 (refer to reaults under Hypothesis No* 6 above) > 23 > and 25 (refer to 
results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypotheaia No. 8. 

15 • Thinking;: back to the moment when you aigned up for this course > haa it 
fulfillxid your expectations? 



M-344 


F-306 


N-27 






25Z 


22Z 


lit 


a. 


more than fulfilled my expectations 


23Z 


22Z 


26Z 


b. 


it was satisfactory 


22% 


22Z 


22Z 


c. 


about what I expected 


nx 


22Z 


26Z 


d. 


disappointed 


12% 


12Z 


15Z 


e. 


did not have very clear expectations 


23. For 


my preparation and 


ability » this course is: 


M-330 


F-295 


N-26 






lOZ 


IIZ 


OZ 


a. 


too difficult 


80Z 


77X 


77Z 


b. 


about right 


lOZ 


12% 


23Z 


c. 


too elementary 



Hypothesis No. 9 



Fliilosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing aocial and 
educational patterns of the times. The impact of technological innovationa as 
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching 
English • 



Cltnings frott Teacher">Ad«lnl»trator Obterwtlon 



Tht tMchtrt of Htaiorottt Literature has relied extensively on aedia: "Use of 
records selected by students*" 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Itcas 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No* 1 
above) » 20 » 24 » and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis Mo* 4 above) aave bearing 
on Hypothesis No* 9e 

20* How do you estlMte the value of this course to you? 



H-346 


F^306 


il-27 






15Z 


12Z 




a. 


aott valuable 


32Z 


29Z 


22Z 


b. 


highly valuable 


342 


36Z 


41Z 


c. 


of average value 


13Z 


172 


30Z 


d. 


of lie tie value 


6Z 


5% 


7Z 


*.- 


of no value 



24. In 


relation to 


other 


courses 


I aa now taking, this course is; 


)f-319 


F-278 


K-26 






13Z 


9Z 




a. 


very theoretical 


22Z 


20Z 


26Z 


b. 


soaewhat theoretical 


39Z 


46Z . 


58Z 


c. 


average In balance between theory and practical 










applications 


15Z 


17Z 


15Z 


d. 


soaewhat practical 


IIZ 


8Z 




e. 


closely related to practical application 


Student 


Response To 


Course 







On the Student Questionnaire » Items 10 (refer to results under Hypothesis No* 2 
above) » 12 » 13 » 18 1 21 » 26 » and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed 
in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls* 



12* Why are you taking this course? 



N-301 


F»263 


N-25 




17Z 


III 


28Z 


a. 


lOZ 


7Z 


16Z 


b. 


60Z 


69Z 


56Z 


c. 


13Z 


13Z 


OZ 


d. 



it is required 

it is required but I would have taken it anyway 
I like this area of English 
I like the teacher 



13* This course was suggested to me by: 



H-262 


P-255 


N-23 






35Z 


31Z 


52Z 


a. 


counselor 


44Z 


45Z 


35Z 


b. 


friend 


6Z 


7Z 


OZ 


c. 


- par ent 


14Z 


16Z 


13Z 


d. 


English teacher 



18* How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had» 
Including those you are now taking? 



M-335 F-299 N-25 

31Z 29Z IZZ a. one of the best 

3SX 39Z 32Z . above average 

19Z 22% 44Z c* below average 

12Z lOZ 12% d. one of the poorest 

21 • Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught » how do you 
rate the subject natter of the course? 



lf-346 


F*307 


M-27 






34Z 


43Z 


30% 


a. 


liked it very nucti 


41Z 


36Z 


30Z 


b. 


liked it fairly well 


17X 


15Z 


30Z 


c. 


neither liked nor disliked it 


4Z 


4Z 


7X 


d. 


dislike the subject 


4Z 


21 


13Z 


e. 


strongly disliked 



26 . As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III) » 
this selective course gave you: 

M«315 F^278 N«25 

66Z 61Z 48Z a. greater depth in the subject matter 

9% 5Z 2% ^ b. too much depth 

26X 33% 48Z c. about the same 



27. As compared with traditional English courses. (Engl^ h III or i:nglish IV) » 



this 


selective 


course 


gave 


you: 


M-302 


F-271 


N-23 






62Z 


61% 


61% 


a. 


more flexibility in pursuing your interests 


13% 


11% 


17% 


b. 


more rigid scheduling of books the teacher 










selected 


251 


27% 


22% 


c. 


about the same 



Recommendation ; 

The Evaluation Committee recommends (1) that the Secondary Instructional Council 
adopt the course Humorous Literature as a permanent course offering in the Mt, 
Diablo Unified School District; (2) that there is a great need for this type of 
course for students yiho are reluctant readers; (3) that the District Office 
provide any services to assist in the development of this course In oth^r schools 
in the District. 



APPLIED ENGLISH 



"This course will be a study of the various conventions In which formal usage la 
recomnended. It will provide a background In traditional grainoiar» and a study 
of English orthography » and a linguistic etiquette demanded of a writer or 
speaker In such differing situations as legal correspondence » application for 
psoltlonsy and other occasions in which diplomacy will dictate the wisest means 
for obtaining on^'s objective." 

Applied English is being offered in two of the five schools offering a siulti- 
selective nongraded English progra&i. The classes observed were generally 
heterogeneous. The average number of students in attt ance during the 
observation of the classes was 32. Of 56 students responding to the Questionnaire » 
there were no 9th graders; 12» 10th graders; 24 > 11th graders; and 20, 12th 
graders. 20 boys and 35 girls took the course. When asked, **What program or 
curriculum are you taking in school?" 10 of 56 responding chose "not decided"; 
three, "vocational"; 9, "commercial or business education" 19, "academic"; and 
15, "general." When asked, "If you could be remembered here at school for one of 
tlie four things listed below, which one would you want to be?" 13 of 53 
responding chose %rlllalnt student"; 10, "gooc athlete"; 11, "leader in school 
act^.vltles"; and 19, "popular among. students." 35 students plan to attend college, 
10 were undecided, and 11 were not planning to. 



Hypothesis No> 1 

Programs will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence 
of wide reading of many kinds of ^ood books, such as llliary withdralrals , ample 
classroom libraries, and guided individual reading programs. Books will not only 
be prevalent but accessible* 



Gleanings from TeacherrAdmintsfcrator Observation 

"Lots of paperbacks on bookshelves in room." "Folder for each student distributed 
by teacher. Some Warner composition and grammar books* Very few other reading 
materials." "Notebooks." 

Like the film course discussed above, there appear to be very jlew books for 
assigned readingo 



Student Questionnaire 



On the Student Questionnaire, Item 17 has bearing on Hypothesis No. 1. 



17. Student- Instructor planning: 
»«322 P«29j4 N«52 

16% 21% 13Z a. Instructor encourages student participation 

in planning and organizing class objectives 
and activities 

48Z 50% 44% b. instructor allows students* suggestions and 

criticisms to Influence his plans for class 
objectives and activities 

32% 26% 37% c. planning is chiefly by instructor 

4% 3% 6% d. planning is spelled out in the course description: 

student and teacher restricted to the syllabus 



Hypothesis No# 2 



There will be a perceptibly good intellectual climate In the class. More 
emphasis will be placed on ideas and processes of thought •'han on rote learning. 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

"Seats placed just around perimeter of room» all facing front and center. 
Decorations relevant to class work. Some feeling of disrder in the room 
environment." "Teacher allowed great freedom in the classroom. There was a 
great deal of cooperation from the students » who» for the most part» seem to 
enjoy this class o" 

Observers rated pupil involvement on a scale of 1 completely Involved » to 7 
uninvolved at a mean of 1 . 75 • I ^ 



Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire > Items 1G» i4» 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis 
No. 1 above) » and 19 have bearing on Hj-pothesis No. 2. 



10. In relation 


to other courses 


» to what extent has this course motivated 


you 


to 'ork 


for It? 








F-305 


N-55 






15Z 


14Z 


9Z 


a. 


considerably more enthusiastic about working 










for this course than the others 


29Z 


20Z 


IIZ 


b. 


more motivation in this course than others 


12Z 


lOZ 


i5Z 


c. 


less motivation than others 




44Z 


40Z 


d. 


about average motivation 


1^ 


13Z 


25Z 


e. 


practically no motivation 


14. How would you describe 


the attitudes of the class toward this course? 


M-345 


F-309 


N»56 






27Z 


24Z 


13Z 


a. 


very favorable 


33Z 


24Z 


20Z 


b. 


fairly favorable 


28Z 


37Z 


32Z 


c. 


average 


8Z 


IIZ 


23Z 


d. 


decidedly unfavorable 


5Z 


5Z 


13Z 


e. 


highly unfavorable 


19 . Does 


the course stimjl 


ate. in 


dependent thinking? 


M-346 




N»56~ 






16Z 


13Z 


13Z 


a. 


to an unusual degree 


40Z 


38Z 


28Z 


b. 


much 


25Z 


31Z 


30Z 


Ca 


moderately 


14Z 


13Z 


IIZ 


d. 


little 


4Z 


SZ 


20Z 


e. 


encourages rote memory work ^nly^ stifles 



independent thinking 



Hypothesis No. 3 

Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing experiences^ but 
also for meaningful motivation. An emphasis will be on preparing the students 
for writing. 



Gleanings from Teadher-Admlnlstrator Observation 



One observer mentioned "voluntary creative writings" and "afforded oral and 
written activities that were appropriate to a *C* class." There were no other 
remarks about composing written discourse other than filling In blanks on 
workbook activities. However^ the reader should refer to the content chart 
under Hypothesis No. 5. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 11 and 16 have bearing on Hypothesis No. 3. 
11. Compared with your other courses » the ariount of written work Is: 



M-346 


F-309 


N«56 






8Z 


7Z 


16Z 


a. 


mich sore Chan Che usual anounc 


19Z 


20Z 


20Z 


b. 


soBevhat aore Chan usual 


41Z 


39Z 


32Z 


c. 


average In aaounc 


23Z 


22Z 


23Z 


d. 


soneiihaC less Chan Che average 


9Z 


m 


9Z 


,e. 


much less Chan Che usual amounc 


16. What 


things 


do you feel 


are 


the nose help Co you In English classes? 


lf-322 


F-284 


N-55 






19Z 


IIZ 


15Z 


a. 


learning Co read fasCer and beccer 


27Z 


29Z 


20Z 


b. 


learning Co wrlCe beCCer 


6Z 


5Z 


24Z 


c. 


learning Che pares of speech 


4Z 


2Z 


13Z 


d. 


learning how Co spell 


44Z 


53Z 


27Z 


e. 


learning abouc people and yourself 



Hypothesis No. 4 



Ihe class will reveal variety in methods and materials of instruction for 
different groups of students within the course. Teachers will have considerable 
latitude in choosing materials of instructlone There will be evidence of 
experimentation and innovation in the kinds of instruction. 

Gleanings from Teacher-Administrator Observation 

"The lessons were part of a developmental spelling and reading program. The 
concepts were prepared and reinforced in a very- practical manner." "Students 
took spelling tests c Students filled out and discussed work sheet on pronouns » 
selecting one or two as the correct answer." "Diagram simple sentences found 
in magazines o Teacher verbally motivated the class to work in groups and to 
help- each other diagram simple sentences found in magazines." "The students have 
been taking lecture notes on a simple sentence and on diagranmiing." "Giving 
clues on abstractions." 



Observers* Reports of Methods Used By 



Teachers In Order of Emphasis 







1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


8 




Lecture 


1 


1 




1 












Groups 






1 












• 


Silent Work 


1 


3 




2 












Recitation 


1 


















Discussion 




2 
















Socratlc 








3 












Student Presentation 




















Teacher Operating Equipment 




















Other 






2* 














*Indlvldoal Conferences 



















Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire^ » Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1 
above) » 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis Ho. 2 above) » and 25 have bearing 
on Hypothesis Ho. 4. 

25. Hov valuable are assigned readings? 



M-330 


F-291 


H-45 






lOZ 


32Z 


7Z 


a. 


outstanding 


28Z . 


31Z 


24Z 


b. 


almost always valuable 


30Z 


27Z 


27Z 


c. 


usually valuable 


22Z 


25Z 


31Z 


d. 


soaetlaes worth reading 


lOZ 


6Z 


IIZ 


e. 


a waste of tine 



Hypothesis No. 5 

Language » literature > and co^»osition will be taught in appropriate proportion 
and not as separate entities. Instruction will be coordinated and Integra :;ed* 



In view of gleanlngtfnjmder hypotheses above » there appears to be an absence of 
reading » and of t/riting discourse. 

Observers* Reports of Content Selected By Teachers In Order of Eiyhasls 



Literature 

Composition 

Language 

Reading 

Speech formal 

Speech Informal 

Mass Kedia 

No content stressed 

Other 



1 
1 
1 

1 

2 



2 
1 
3 



8 



ERLC 



Hypothesis No. 6 

Selective courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading 
for all students. 



-81- 



^8 mentioned above » the focus on reading skills Is not one of the main objectives 
of the Applied English course > the goals being reported as: (1) college entrance 
examination preparation; (2) employment tests; (3) Civil Service examinations 
preparations • 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 16 (refer to results under Hypothesis Mo. 3 
above) » 22 » and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing 
on Hypothesis No. 6. 



22. Difficulty of assigned reading: 



lf-309 F«289 N-46 

IIZ 7Z n a. too difficult 

79Z 79Z 63Z b. of appropriate difficulty 

lOZ 14Z 30Z c'. too easy 

Hypothesis No. 7 

English teachers will be prepared for the pilot course by having been active 
in professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the 
nev subject matter > by making use of opportunities for continuing their education 
through Inservice training or extension school services » and by being conversant 
about articles and publications on the new subjects. 



One of the teachers has been an instructor in the evening school » teaching a 
^dass preparing adults for the Civil Service examination. 




Hypothesis No. 8 

Heterog€ s classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students 
and will also have special accommodations for Interests and abilities of terminal 
students. The course will have relatively few drop--out8 after the second week 
of' instruction. 

Gleanings reported above have bearing upon this hypothesis » In addition to the 
following remarks* "Mr. X had private conferences with several students on 
the results of the Iowa test." "Folder for each student distributed by teacher." 
For further insight into the methods to meet the Individual needs of students 
In the class t ref to the Method Chart under Hypc.aesis No. 4 above. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the Student Questionnaire » Items 15 » 19 (refer to results under Hypothesis 
No. 2 above^ . 22 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 6 above) » 23 » and 25 
(refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have bearing on Hypothesis No. 8. 

15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for this course > has it 
fulfilled your expectations? 



M-344 


F-306 


N-55 






25% 


22X 


18Z 


a. 


more than fulfilled ny expectations 


23X 


22X 


182 


b. 


It was satisfactory 


22X 


22% 


332 


c. 


about what I expected 


m 


22% 


27% 


d. 


disappointed 


m 


12% 


4Z 


e. 


did not have very clear expectations 



-82- 



23. For my preparation and ability » this course is: 



M-330 F^295 N-51 

lOZ ilZ 16Z a. too difficult 

80Z 77Z 71Z about right 

lOZ 12Z . 18Z c. too elementary 

Hypothesis No> 9 

Philosphy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and 
educaticmal patterns of the times • The Impact of technological innovations as 
they affect the society will be apparent in the content and methods of teaching 
English. 

The goal of this course was articulated by one observer's remarks » "The key focus 
of the class is preparation for occupation and basic communication skills." In 
view of a recent filing in the State of Massachusetts that certain I.Q.» employment^ 
and Civil Service examinations are discriminatory » the teachers of this course 
should consider the possibility of the Courts concuring with the plaintiffs. 
Another trend in our changing society is the policy of admissions offices at 
major universities and state and private colleges considering and adopting a lottery 
method to determine applicants for admittance. Also» it is reconmcnded that the 
Instructors read Report Of The Commission On Tests^ available from the College 
Board's Publications Order Office » Box 592r Pi^inceton» New Jersey 03540» regardi. 
the degree that College Board exams place any importance on some of the aspects 
that are the concerns of the course designers. 

Student Questionnaire 

On the StU'^cnt Questionnaire » Items 17 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 1 
above) » 20 » 24 » and 25 (refer to results under Hypothesis No. 4 above) have 
bearing on Hypothesis No. 9. 

20. How do you estimate the value of this course to you? 



M>346 


F-306 


N»55 






15Z 


12Z 


15Z 


a. 


St valuable 


32Z 


29Z 


16Z 


b. 


' ghly valuable 


3AZ 


36Z 


36Z 


c. 


average value 


13Z 


17Z 


29Z 


d. 


of little value 


61 


5Z 


4Z 


e. 


of no value 


24. In 


relation 


to other 


courses 


I am now taking » this course is: 


^f-3l9 


F-278 


N-52 






13Z 


9Z 


4Z 


a. 


very theoretical 


22Z 


20Z 


15Z 


b. 


somewaat theoretical 


39Z 


46Z 


33Z 


c. 


average in balance between theory and practical 










applications 


15Z 


17Z 


23Z 


d. 


somewhat practical 


UZ 


8Z 


25Z 


e. 


closely related to practical application 


Student 


Response 


To Course 







On the Student Questionnaire » Items 10 (r^fer to results under Hypothesis No. 2 
above) » 12 » 13 » 18 » 21 » 26 » and 27 provide interesting comparison when viewed 
in relation to the composite scores of boys and girls. 



12. Why are you taking this course? 



M-301 F-263 N-41 

17Z IIZ 32Z a. it is required 

lOZ 7* 17Z b. it is required but I would have taken It anyway 

60Z 69Z 39Z c. I like this area of English 

13Z 13Z 12Z d. I like the teacher 

13. This course was suggested to me by: 



M-262 


F-255 


N-49 






35Z 


31Z 


51Z 


a. 


counselor 


44Z 


45Z 


22Z 


b. 


friend 


6Z 


7Z 


14Z 


c. 


parent 


UZ 


16Z 


12Z 


d. 


English teacher 



18* How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had» 
Including those you are now taking? 



1^335 


F^299 


N-56 






31Z 


29Z 


20Z 


a. 


one of the best 


38Z 


39Z 


38Z 


b. 


above average 


19Z 


22Z 


25Z 


c. 


below averagu 


12Z 


lOZ 


18Z 


d. 


one of the poorest 



21 • Disregarding the teacher and the way the course was taught » how do you 
rate the subject matter of the course? 



M-346 


F-307 


N-56 






34Z 


43Z 


20Z 


a. 


liked It very much 


41Z 


36Z 


43Z 


b. 


liked It fairly well 


17Z 


15Z 


29Z 


c. 


neither liked nor disliked 


4Z 


4Z 


2Z 


d. 


dlslil e the "ubject 


4Z 


2Z 


7Z 


e. 


strongly disliked 



26* As compared with traditional English courses (English II or English III) » 
this selective course gave you: 

M-315 F-278 N-5C 

66Z 61Z 58Z a. greater depth in the subject matter 

9Z 5Z lOZ b. too much depth 

26Z 33Z 32Z c. about the same 

2! As compared with traditional English courses (English III or English IV^ » 



this 


selective 


course 


gavd 


you: 


M-302 


F-271 


N-48 






62Z 


61Z 


40Z 


a. 


more flexibility in pursuing your interests 


13Z 


IIZ 


19Z 


b. 


more rigid scheduling of books the teacher 










selected 


25Z 


27Z 


41Z 


c. 


about the same 



Reconmendatlons 



The Evaluation Committee recommends (1) that the Secondary Instructional Council 
approve Applied English as a regular offering in the Mt. Diablo District High Schools, 
(2) that the activities of reading and writing discourse be a part of the Applied 
English program; (3) that the instructors reconsider their goals in light of 
new changes in examinations as a vet X of social pressures, legal decisions, and 
linguistic scholarship* 



V Mr. DIABLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 



ft; 



I"- 

If 



ERICI 



EVALUATION OF PILOT ENGLISH SELECTIVE COURSES 

1970-71 



Contents 

I. Ungraded Programs in English 

II. Evaluation Assignment 

III. Nine Hypotheses of Superior High School English 
Courses 

IV. Procedure for Evaluation of a Selective Course 
V. Classroom Observation Form 

VI. Student [Responses to English Selective Courses 



I THOMAS GAGE 

I Consultant in English and Reading 



TG/np 



MT. DIABLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 



EVALUATION OF PILOT ENGLISH SELECTIVE COURSES 
1970-71 



I. UNGRADED PROGRAMS IN ENGLISH 

Concord High School, Mt. Diablo High School, Pleasant Hill High School, 
Clayton Valley High School and Ygnaclo Valley High School 

from 

CATALOG OF HIGH SCHOOL COURSE OFFERINGS 
in the 

MT. DIABLO UNIFIED SCHOOL DISTRICT 
1970-1971 



All students will complete at least three years of English. Freshmen will 
i complete a basic one year program geared to their special needs. Sophomores, 
r juniors, and seniors may elect, on the basis of diagnosis and special interest. 
I with the recommendations of teachers and Counselors, courses in language, literature, 
l[ and composition. 

'f The English program is built upon the broad base of literature, language. 

and composition, with emphasis on the specific skills of reading, writing, speaking. 
I and listening. Goals of the program are to develop permano.- habits of discriminating 
f and appreciative reading; critical- and-effective listening; ar. fluent, and 
I thoughtful speaking; well organized, effective, and logical wr'ting free from gross 
I errors in mechanics and structure; and an understanding of how language works and 
I how it develops. English is taught as an integrated, humanistic discipline, with 
I application to the total educative process. Among the courses described 

are Tear courses, semester selective courses, and semester electi courses. Year 
I cours,Js are designated by the title English I. II, III, and IV. Selective semester 
f courses are titled Language I, Composition I. American Literature I, etc These 
I courses will satisfy requirements for regular English classes. Elective semester ' 
I courses are traditional activity oriented programs, such as drama, journalism. 
I etc . and will not fulfill the English requirement. In selective English classes. 
I so as not to fragment the discipline, each course will reinforce the organic 
I principle that language is a symbolic system which is about "something else. Though 
a course is titled Composition. Unguage, or Literature, one should not infer that 
the exclusive study in each course is Composition, Language, or Literrture. To quote 
^" the English Language Framework for California Public Schools 1968. the ' ... separation 
(of courses into the three areas) must not be taken as an invitation to divide the 
curriculum into extended units of instruction on given components, or to assume thit 
the students in a specif ic-^grade or situation need to study only one oC| them. Of 
course, it does not follow that interaction of all three elements must be made 
evident in every English lesson. But, as far as possible, the components of language 
literature, and composition should continually be related to the class room, for the 



Pilot Courses (continued) 



U NGRADED PROGRAM IN ENGLISH (continued) 

main concern of the English program must always be the development of the student 
Into^an Intelligent and sensitive listener, reader, speaker, and writer. 

The unity of English, therefore , Is not necessarily fragmented by naming a 
course by such selective titles, which merely Indicate emphasis of one area of 
English study with the Inclusion of the other two." 

Language 1 

This course Is an Introduction to language study. Students will examine levels of 
meaning In words, usage, dialects, history of English, semantics, and a system of 
grammar describing the English language. 

Language II 

This course is a continuation of Language I, with a greater emphasis on the study 
of the two granmatlcal systems, the structural, descriptive, and the transformational 
generative grammars. 
Svmbology 1 

Students In this class will Investigate those symbol systems by which man shapes 
his experience; I.e., language, art, painting, architecture, myth. The student 
may study how advertising uses mythic symbols to sell products, how dress becomes 
a symbol of class and position, how different symbol systems have unique functions 
and operate by rules different from other systems, producing different effects and 
responses, and how man In this ecosystem sustains a balance between himself and 
others, and between himself and his natural world. 

Svmbology II 

A continuation of Symbology I. Readings will Include philosophical background of 
symbollzation, symbol In psychology, symbol in art, and symbol In ecology, with 
the purpose of learning the grammar and rhetoric of these systems. 

Composition .1 

For stude«.;c8 with serious writing problems. This class will emphasize word attack 
skills:. ■YSHttWishlp between the writer, the subject, and the audience; the purpose 
that n.otlvates the writing activity; the paragraph; the short story; and the oral 
composition. 

Composition II 

This class Is for students with average writing ability who are Interested In 
Increasing their writing skills. They will be motivated to compose both oral' and 
'cltten discourse, understanding the organizational Importance of the speaker, the 
audience and the subject of the communication. Development of paragraphs and longer 
papers as well as a study of semantics will be Included In this course. 

Composition III ^ ' 

For students with no serious writing difficulties. This class will emphasize an 
analytical approach to the writing of discourse, the process of organizing Information, 
studying fact and opinion, logic and semantics. The course will emphasize the 
sentence and the paragraph. Among other literary models, the essay will be studied. 
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Pilot Courses (continued) 



Composition IV 

This course Is a continuation of Composition III. It Is for students In the 11th 
and 12th grade who plan to attend college and who received at least a C In 
Composition III or had teacher recommendation* The course will emphasize writing 
long papers and close stylistic analysis. The emphasis will be on the form of the 
work; adjacent rcaaings may Include the study of literary criticism. Attention to 
the student's writing style will be a major concern. 

Prose Style 

For college bound students Interested in literature. The course considers the ways 
that language creates experience for the reader and ways that the reader's 
experiences are consistent with the themes of the work. Among writing activities, 
students will satirise the style of Important authors. 

Nonf ictlon » 

This course is designed for students who enjoy nonfictlon and who wish to develop 
discrimination and taste in this type of literature > There will be writing 
assignments aimed at factual reporting, at objective and subjective evaluation, and 
at discerning the biographer's distance while treating his subject- 

Media and Communlcatlou 

Thl£ ?ourse will provide a wide variety of reading and writing evr-srlences including 
vocabulary building. Improvement of spelling, means for filling c n .^ob application 
forms, and short writing problems. The reading will include typv^. and forms of 
written expression from newspapers, periodicals, and other sources Students will 
study and compose for various media such as radio, television, motion pictures, etc. 

American Literature I 

This course will be a developmental reading program for students who have reading 
difficulties. The content of the course will be the works of American authors who 
have written short stories, westerns, detective stories, and Gothic novels, 

American Literature II 

This course will study the Important periods and significant themeg as demonst rated 
in the different genre of American Literature. Poetry, the essay, 'the'' short story, 
the play, and the novel will be read with emphasis on the techniques of style and 
the development of themes which are uniquely American. 

English Literature 

This course Is for those students who plan to attend college and are Interested In 
further study of literature.. The course will emphasize Important themes and 
Individual works In the development of English Literature. 

Modern Literature 

This course will include those literature selections that reveal the moral and 
philosophical problems which face man in the 20th Century. Novels, short stories, 
poetry, drama, and essays will be selected as they embody themes from various 
philosophical schools between the extremes of existentialism and determinism. 

World Literature 

For students interested In various stages of historical and/or geographical develop- 
ment of world literatures. Cultural horizons will be broadened by the study of 
religious, political, and sctsiologlcalnillleu In which the literary work was created. 
At different schools geographic or historic periods may receive a major focus. 



Pilot Coursfts (contlntied) 



Shakespeare 

This course will provide a study of several of the sonnets and the plays by 
Shakespeare, Including works representative of the histories, the tragedies, and the 
comedies. Use will be made of film and recorded versions of the plays and 
attendance at performances of Shakespearian and Ellsabethan pUys In the area 
will be encouraged. 

Students will study the power of language through the form of poetry. The 
course will help students to recognise the universality of poetry and give them 
a greater awareness and understanding of their world. Some time may be spent on 
tracing the development of the modern poets and their works. 

Literature of Fantasy 

This course, depending upon the high school, may focus In one of two areas of 
literature: science fiction and literature of the Imagination. Novels, plays, 
and poetry In which the settings transcend space and time or are Imagined by the 
mind will be the content. 

HMSk Literature 

This course will be a study of literary works by Black authors which provide an 
additional perspective on American life. The course will integrate the literary 
contributions of Black authors into the broader category of American literature 
in order to acquaint the students with a wide range of Black writing. 

Russian Literature 

Students in this course will read, in translation, poetry, drama, and the novel 
of pre- and post- revolutionary Russia. . 

Literary gUggjcS 

This course will study various myths, including modern interpretations and 
analysis of the origin of the myths, epics of different cultures, and those 
monumental literary works which provide the present with insight into the time- 
less themes of humanity. 

Literature of Drama 

This course will be devoted to the study of the drama as one form of llUerary 
expression. It will include the study of contemporary drama and the comparison 
of these with those plays of the past that have made outstanding contributions 
to the literature of the world. 

The Short Story 

This course will be a study of the art of short fiction: th|e art of the writer 
as the creator of an experience and the art of the feadter as a recreator of tL^t 
experience. Students will consider the major aspects of fiction in general 
(plot, character, point of view, tone, setting, theme). The interrelatedness of 
these aspects will be stressed as students read stories by writers who stand among 
the masters of the art of short fiction. 

Developme ntal Reading I AND II 

This course is designed for students who are reading slightly below average or 
at grade level. By reading selections of nonfiction and fiction, students will 
increase their vocabulary, their level of comprehension » their ability to make 
inference, their understanding of the structure of the discourse, and their 
ability, to adjust reading rate '4.0 the type and purpose of the reading assignment. 
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Speed Reading : . 

This course is designed for studentsr who are reading above grade level and who 
intend to continue on to college. The course will refine and broaden those ^ 
reading skills that enable one to read more rapidly and comprehend more, such as 
the ability to anticipate ideas in material to be read, to ask questions of such 
material, to skim and scan material, and to conclude a reading assignment by 
constructing an overview of the content V \ - 

The Film ^ ■ 

The purpose of this xourse is to develop' the students' understanding, appreciation, 
discrimination, and critical analysis of the film as a means of communicating ideas 
and a mode of artistic expression. Students may study film techniques and employ 
those techniques in the production of a motion picture. Among the various aspects 
of film study, students may concentrate on cinematic techniques, the transplantation 
of the novel into film, the artistry of the documentary, the experimental^f ilm, 
the animated film, and the feature film. Like the opera, the film is an inter- , 
artistic mode of expression. Individual study may include reading ana writing 
Scenarios, viewing and painting sets and montage* for credits, listening and 
composing music for mood, and appreciating or syncopatii^^ 

Hi^iMWOug Literature ^ >^ ^ : V 

In this course, stud^ts will study those literary works lAich' evoke a humorous 
response; from readers X _ V : , 

The ytble As Literatinre V 
This coM^^se will study the many types of literature, both prose and poetry, found 
' ih the Bible. It will explore ways In which writers of world literature have used 
Biblical themes, reference, and style as a basis for their works. Among the literary 
genre that will be studied will be the poetry of Psalms, tlie letters of St. Paul, 
theibiography of David, the essays of the Prophiets and.the drama of Job. 

XAoplied ^ftgUsh ; . v^l ; - X 1 _ 

This cburse will be a study of the various conventions in which formal usage is 
feconmended. It will provide a background io traditional grammar, the study of ^ 
English orthography, arid the linguistic etiquette demanded, of a writer or speaker in 
such differing situations as legal correspohdience, application for positions, and ^ 
other occasions in which diplomacy would dictate the wisest means for obtaining one s 

Xbbjectiyi^. - 




IZ* KVALmTION ASSIGNMENT 



Thank you. for participating as a member of the Evaluation uomroittee of the English 
Pilot Selective Courses^ 1969-70* You will be excused^ either for one*half day or 
for one full day to observe the class or classes designated below. Please call the 
teacher you are visiting and introduce yourself so that the t«fo of you might arrive 
at the most convenient date for your visitation* For further information regarding 
the visit see ''Procedures for Evaluating a Selective Course." ^ 

You will need to make arrangements for substitutes for the classes you will ndss. 
Please submit an "Authorization for Absence of Certificated Personnel" ten days 
prior to your visitation to Mr. lorman Naas» Director of Secondary Education. You 
will- visit the following course or courses: ^ ^ r_ 



SCHOOL ROiDH 



DATE 



TIME 



PILOT SELECTIVE TEACfflat 

1. - - ; > - 

2. 



The Evaluating Coamiittee is respohsible for assessing the 12 Pilot English courses 
passed by the Secondary Instructiooal Council in liay» 1969. The evaluation of the 
following courses is a necessary step in the procedure for approving new courses in 
the District, outlined on page 57 of the Catalog of High School bourse Offerings in 
the Mt. Diablo Unified School District ^^^^^ ^ ^ ; 



Literature of Fantasy 
Black Literature 
Hussian Literature ^ 
Li terary da ss ic s 
Literature of Drama 
The Short Story 



DevelopaNintal Reading X and II 
Speed Reading - ^ 

The Film 

Humorbus Lltereture ; 
The Bible as Litexature 
Applied Engiish 



These twelve courses are being offered at one or oiore of the following five high 
schools: Concocd High. Mt. Diablb High/ Pleasint Hill His^^ Clayton Valley High, 
and l^nacio Valley Hi^ ' V ^ 



The Evaluating Committee wishes to thank you^for your participation. 



ERIC 



^ III* NINE HYPOTHESES OP SUPERIOR HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH COUHSgS^ 



Nine of 12 hypotheses have been modified to assess each selective. Th^ original 12 
hypotheses vere developed by Ja«es Squire and Roger ^plebee in The HiRh School ^ 
English Instruction Today * They vere generalizations that the authors felt were 
valid indecea of superior high school English prograns. The procedure for evaluating 
jeachjielective class is as follows: - 

Two observers will visit a selective course within a seven week period. Each - 
will get in touch with the teacher whose course is to be evaluated prior to 
the visit in order to establish a date convenient for both parties. One 
observer will be an adiUnistrator, the other will be an English teacher who is 
or has been a teacher of the selective cUss t^^^ 

The nine piodified hypotheses airW as follows: 

U Prograwi will not be confined to a single anthology, but there will be evidence of 
wide reading of «any kinds of good books » suck as library withdrawals, aa^ile class* 
rooi libraries, and guided individual reading prograM. Books will not only be 
- prevalent >ut accessible. ^ ^ A v . 

2. nere will be a perceptibly g in the class. Hore Mphasis 

f trtll be placed on ideas a^ processes of tbcHi^t than on rote learning.^ 

/ Heans of evaluation: ClasnooM Obs^ P, and H); relevant titles 

carried by students; classroom dispUys;^^^^^ libraries; active, 

stiauiating discussi^^ the teacher. 

3* Teachers will provide not only for frequent and varied writing ejqieriences, but 
,.: also for meaningful aotivatipn. An aiphai|is will be preparing the stude^^^ for 

Means of evaluation: Classroom ol^ii^ri^tioo Pora (D an^ E^^^ watch for a writing 
assigiw^nt that growa o^^ discussed, that includes an explicit pur* 

-pose for the exercise, that identifies the audience for the ^sage, and that 
provides a stance or peri^^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 

4. The class will revest variety in methods and materials of instruction for different 
groups of students within the coursev Teacbers will have considerable latitude in 
choosing materials of instruction. There will be evidence of experimentation and 

V innoyation^in the Lkinds of instruction^ 

Heans of evaluatiori: CUssroqa Observation Porm (C, D, and 6) . 

5f Iianguage, Utfrature, and ccmq^sition w^ and 
notr as separate entities. Instniction will b^^ 

MMns of evAluation: -CUssroM Qbaerva^ on items on 

the classroom observation font concerned with **contimiity of lesson. 

6. Selective courses will provide comprehensive instruction in the skills of reading 
- for all; stikleats. - 

: Hians of evaluatioo: Clasaroo« Observation Po^^ 



ttyPOTHESBS (continued) ' 



7* English teachers will b& prepared for the pilot course by having been active in 
professional conferences that included a focus on pertinent ideas related to the 
new subject Mitter» by making use of opportunities for continuing their educa- 
tion through in-service training or extension school services, and by being conver- 
sant about articles and publications on the new subjects. ^\ 

Heans of evaluation: Classroosi Observation Forn (I); teacher conversation; number 
of courses and/or conferences attended recently; number of articles In Journals 
read recently. : ^ V ; 

8. Heterogeneous classes will have strong English programs for college-bound students 
and will also have special accn—n>latiotts for interests and abilities of terminal 
students. The course will have relatively few drop-outs ^after the second week of 
instihictioo; - " : - J : ; . " 

Means of e^luat ion: Classrooni OMbs^ F, and I); special reading ^ 

materials^ progrras, etc. , f<Nr 

9. Philosopliy and substance of the English class will reflect changing social and 
educational patterns of the times, of technological innovations as 
they affect the society will be apparent In the content and methods of teaching 
English.^ ^ : r r^^^ / > ^ V ^ v ' >^ - ^ 

Means of evaluation: Classroom Observation Fol^ (A,^ C, and ^); consciousness of 
aass media ia i^lassrooms; instruction in areas of mass media; literatura program 
involving current ^Issues; current novels being tau^t; new mechanical devices 
in evidence for InstTOCtlM.^^^^ ^r v ^ ^ ^ : / 



St. 



is. 
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IV • PROCPURE TOR EVALUATION OF A SELECTIVE COURSE 



The nine hypotheses above are modifications of what Squire arid Applebee developed to 
evaluate English programs in selected high. schools whiih consistently educated out- 
standing students in English (USOE Cooperative Research Project #1994). 

Each class to be visited will be observed by an administrator and by an English teacher » 
preferably someone who has taught the selective course at another school. In general, 
the visitor should plan to stay for approximately half of the period, but there may 
be variations of this^ arranganent. 

Each observer will be provided forms, one will be completed for each class that is 
observed* . The^flrst four lines on the Classroom Observation Form can be filled in 
by the observer almost immediately, Jince these items are readily available and serve 
to identify the particular class* Daily or long-grange assignments should be noted, 
as well as the texts that the dasa happens to be using. Salient features of the 
^classroom, such as the presence of room libraries, photographs, recorders, overhead 
projectors, motion pi^cture projectors, should be noted, also, under "physical features/' 

During the course of the visit, the observer should notice the kinds of books (particu- 
larly those that have no apparent relationship to the academic discourse in the class) 
that are being carried about l>y the students. Notation by type and title will be 

.helpfulv: * ^ - ijv^^ _ ^ ; - : : ~- \ / : r ^ 

Jks the class progresses^ the observer can begin filiing in D and E, describing in some 
detail the purpose and features of the. le$son/ Besides indicating whatever continuity 
is apfMrent, the observer can use any r«^ for brief anecdotal reports. 

At the end of the visit, (or after leaving the classroom) the observer should check off 
the remaining items on the observation form. Theise items involve considerable Judg- , 
ment as to the content and i^thoKi of instruction. At the most , only 3 Items should be 
indicated under each category—the one receiving the most emphasis should be designated 
i:. The item receiving the next emphasis should be designated as ^2; etc. Pupil Involve* 
ment is indicated by circling the appropriate number on a diminishing scale, from 1 
^(completely^involved) to, 7 (irfiplly unlnvpl^ed) . * ^ : ^ 

these forms will be found most useful when the observer completes the visitation and 
begins to summarise his reactions and judgpents for the final repa forms. Since the 
information from these forins will be summarised by the Evaluation Committee, all of 
the forms should be returned to Tom Gage, District Office, within a week of the yisi- 
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V. . CLASSROOM OBSERVATION FORM 



NaiKe of high school 



English selective 



Instructor - 
Grouping: A " B 
Niinbef bf students 
A. Asslgpments: 



Observer 



Other (specify) 



time observed 



B. Physical featiires of clissroom: 



Bookrf paperbacks carried by students : 



D. Describe the activity briefly (Include teacher's apparent purpose^ unique features^ 

ete^): " ^ 



,E.~ i)escrlbe the continult}^ of lesson (Its relationship to previous and succeeding 
lesions): : J ; 



F. Bupil Involvement (circle one) : Ccwspli^tely involved-^unlnvolved 

- ^ ; - . : ' '-"'-^ i 2 3 4 5 e 7 

Content (order of emphasis » 2t 3> only): 
Literature Composltldn IiSnstuagc 
Speech: formal informal Mass media \^ 

Other : - - - i 



Reading - 

No content stressed 



y:. : .. .. - _ ^ ::r" ■ 

H. -Method (Order of emphasis^ 1| 2t 3> only): 

Lecture^ demonstration " Groups ^^.^ Redtatlph ^^^^ 

Socratlc . Student presentation " " Silent work ^^^^ 
teacher operating equipment (specify) Other 

I. Discussion with teacher: 

1 Conference attendance ' 
Pertinent literature - ^ 

In-service courses ' ' 



Discussion 



VI. STUDENT RESPOMSES TO -BNGUSH SELECTIVE COURSES 



The object of the student questionMire is to assess Student response to the class 
being evaluated. Students^ when filling out this questionnaire » will not identify 
themselves^. their teachers^ nor the school they attend^ but they will designate by 
code, the selective class in which they are enrolled. 

- _ " ' __ " 

I hope that no question will be construed as assessing teacher perfonnance. This is 
definitely not the intention. It is possible that course content could effect teach- 
ing style. Por instance, if a year-long English literature course were adjusted to 
a semester program including heterogeneous students, a teacher might feel compelled 
to cover the same amount of ground. Therefore, the object of the questions that 
focus on teacher and methods are attempting to assess this aspect of the new selective 
program. - / v . . ^ . 
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Mr* DIABLO UHIFIED SCHOOL DISIRICT 



Student Questionnaire 



This questionnaire is pare of a study being conducted to evaluate the Pilot 
English Selective Courses in the Nt. Diablo Unified School District. As 
part of the study^ we wan*^ to learn a few things about your response to this r 
English class. 

This is not a test» so feel free to answer exactly the way you feel. There are no 
right or wrong answers. Your name, the teacher* s and the school will be anonymous 
PLEASE DO NOT FILL IN THIS INP(»MATION ON YOUR, CARD. Only the course needs to be 
identified. 

On the following questions, please respond only once, using a dark pencil to 
indicate the letter of your choice on the IBM card except for the last question 
i^ich you will write on: a separate piece of paper. 



1. What is your present high school grade? 

a. ^9 ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 

^ b. 10 ^ 

c. 11 

d. 12 

2. What is your sex? 

a* boy 

. b. girl 

3. What program or curriculum are you taking in school? 

a. not decided 

b. vocational 

c. connerciail or business education 
d» academic 

e. general - . 

4*^ If yoii could l)e remembered here at school for one of the four things 
listed below, which one would you want to be? 

a. brilliant student 

i>. good athlete 

^c* leader in activities 

d* popular among students 

5. Do you plan to go to college? 

a. yej 

b* undecided 
€• no 



Student Questionnaire 
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6, You are presently taking the following English Selective Course (questions 
6, 7, and 8 list the 12 pilot courses being evaluated): 



a. Literature of Fantasy (Science Fiction) 

b. Black Literature 

c. Russian. Literature 

ogy and Epic) 



d. ^ Literary Classics (Mytho 

e. Bible as Literature 

7, a. Short Story 

b. Developmental Reading 

c. Film Study ^ 

d. Speed Reading 

e. Humorous Literature 

$• a. Applied English 

b. The Literature of Drama 

9., You are now taking how many; English courses including this one (Drama, 
English III, Modern Literature, Poetry^ etc,)? 

a. , r 

b. 2 . 

c. 3 

d. 4 

10. In relation to other courses offered by other departments, to what extent 
has this course motivated you to work for it? 

a, ' cofuTillera&ry more enthusiastic about working this course 

than the others 
b* more motivation in this course than others— . 

c. less motivation than others ^ 

d. about average motivation 

e. practically no motivation 

11. Compared with courses offered by other departments, the amount of written 
work is: 

a* much more than the usual amount 

b. somewhat more than usual 
t. average in amount 

d, somewhat less than the average 

e. much less than the usual amount . 

12. Why are you Mklng this course? 

o 

a« it la required 

b« it is required but X would have taken it anyway 

c« I like this area of English 

A. I like the teacher 

e. a friend also is taking it 



Student Questionnaire 
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13. ' This course ^as suggested to me by: 



d. 



counselor 

friend 

parent^^ 

English teacher 



14« How would you describe the attitudes of the class toward this course? 



a. very favorable 

b. fairly favorable 
average 

d. decidedly unfavorable 
e« highly unfavorable 



15. Thinking back to the moment when you signed up for this course* has it 
fulfilled your expectations? 



a. more than fulfilled my expectations 

b. it was satisfactory 

c. about what I expected 

d. disappointed 

e« did not have very clear expectations 



16/ What things do you feel are the most help to you in English classes? 



a. learning to read faster and better 

b. 1 framing about people and yourself 

c. earning the parts of speech 

d; i:^.nding arfa* of study (stories discussion^ etc.) that you like 

e. learning to write better 



a* teacher encourages you to participate in planning and 
org/inising class objectives and activities 

b. teacher allows you to suggest and criticise to influence 
his plaiis for class objectives and activities 

c* planning is chiefly by teacher 

d. planning is spelled out in^the course description: 
student and teacher are restricted to the syllabus 



18. How do you like this course as compared with other courses you have had^ 
including those you are now taking? 



17. Student -teacher planning: 



d. 



a. 

b. 



one of the best 
above average 
below average 
one of the poorest 
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19. Does the course stimulate independent thinking? 

a« to an unusual degree 

b. much 

c. moderately 

d. little 

e. encourages rote memory work only^ stifles Independent thinking 

20. How do you estimate the value o£ this course to you? 

a. most valuable ' 

b« highly valuabU 

c. of average value 

d« of little value 

e. of no valiie^ . 

21. Disregarding the teacher and the vay^ the course ms taught t hov do you 
rate the subject matter of the course? ^ , 

a. liked it very much 

b. liked it fairly veil 

c. neither liked nor disliked it 

d. dislike the subject 

e. strongly disliked 

22. Difficulty of assigned reading: 

a. too difficult 

b« of appropriate difficulty 

c. too easy 

23. For my preparation and ability^ this course is: 

a. too difficult 
b« about right 
c. too elementary 

24. In relation' to other courses I am now taking^ this course is: 

a. very theoretical 
b« somewhat theoretical 

c. average. in balance between theory and practical applications 

d. somewhat practical 

e. closely related to practical application 

25. How valuable are assigned readings? 

a. outstanding 

b. alflK>st always valuable 

c. usually valuable 

d. sonetimer worth reading 

e. a waste of time 



Student Questionnaire 

26* Ab coapared with traditional English Courses (English 1^ 2^ 3^ 4 being 
taught in other <^nools) your English Selective Courses such as thit one 
have given you: 

.%« greater depth in the subject aiatter 
b* too iMich depth 
1 c« about the same 

27» As compared with traditional English courses (English 1» 2» 3* 4 being 

taught in other schools) your Englinh Selective Courses t such as this one, 
has givstt^oui ^ 

a« more flexibility in pursuing your interests 

b. ^ More rigid scheduling of books the teacher selected 

c. about the sa»e . . 

28* On a piece of scratch paper please Jot down in your own words whit do you think 
are the *%asics** in Efiglish: 
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